


thre 
in 


ne- 
Up- 
the 
ira- 
be- 
tof 


| in- 
1, or 
eal, 
Ws; 
ac- 
vay 
ebts 
ry be 
is of 
rin- 
bro- 


this 
and 
the 
» OX- 
hree 
stab 


f the 
piass- 
llow- 


f St. 
shart, 
» Ely, 
ones, 
bueen 

Bur- 
New- 
Berry 


Dud- 
Now- 
, Duc- 


rougi, 


Page, 
otton, 


ig was 
at 12 
by col. 


bill, by 
, cause 
d grati- 
he cili- 


dinner 
jock, at 
nate, to 
) senate 


by this 
dinner, 
ange for 


sting of 
yvide for 
s for the 
ok, t 

institu- 
und pub- 
neasures 


nted the 


. Daniel 
Jacob G. 
. Kenne- 
eKim, jr. 
fany, Ed- 
, Colum- 
Solomon 
d, col. E. 
3 W. Os- 
Tiernan, 

Steuart, 
ar. 


edy. 











NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER. 








Fourts series. No. 16—Vot. XIV.] BALTIMORE, JUNE 18, 1836. (Vor. L. WHoxre No. 1,291 








—_— 
ee 














THE PAST-——THE PRESENT-—FOR THE FUTURE, 








EDITED, PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY H. NILES, AT $5 PER ANNUM, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. 

















‘The space occupied by Mr. A‘lams’ speech and 
the abstract of congressional news, which we were com- 
pelled to give more in detail than usual that all the im- 
portant business considered might be fully understood, 
has prevented us from imparting the usual variety to 
the present sheet; but we believe it will not be found 
jess interesting on that account. 

We give a few additional particulars relative to the 
Creek war, and an extract from a late despatch from 
general Scott to the adjutant general at Washington; 
from which it will be seen that the most active efforts 
have been made and are making to check the enemy and 
to prevent a junction with the Seminoles. Our next ac- 
counts will, no doubt, furnish something definite; for 
unless the Creeks and the Euchees enter Florida they 
must soon be encountered by our troops. 

The marines which have been employed in this cam- 
paign are commanded by col. wIrchibald Henderson, 
the senior officer of the corps, and not by col. Miller, 
as was erroncously stated in our last, on the authority of 
an eastern paper. 

From Florida we have the gratifying intclligence that 
the gallant band ander the command of licut. Walker, 
who occupied the block-house on the Wythlacoochee, 
has been relieved by a body of about eighty volunteers, 
from the Florida militia, under the command of col. 
Read, who brought them all off in safety. ‘The garri- 
son was ina state of extreme suffering; the officers and 
men having lived for nearly a month on corn, without 
salt or meat. 

In consequence of a misunderstanding that occurred 
in the house of representatives on Thursday night, last 
week, between Messrs. Jenifer, of Md. and Bynum, of 
N. C. a challenge ensued, and the parties met on Tues- 
day last at Rock creek, near Washington, and after ex- 
changing six shots, without injury to either party, the 
dispute was satisfactorily adjusted. 

Mr. Jenifer was accompanied by Messrs. Peyton and 
Pickens, and Mr. Bynum by Messrs. Seveir and Han- 
negan. 

New srates. On Monday last, the bills for the ad- 
mission of the territories of Michigan and Arkansas, 
passed the house of representatives, having previously 
passed the senate, and, being now signed by the presi- 
dent, have become laws. 

A joint resolution has been adopted by both houses of 
congress fixing on the 4th of July next as the day of ad- 
journment, 

Treaty with THe Crerokeres. The treaty lately 
concluded with the headmen and chiefs of the Cherokee 
Indians, by Wm. Carroll and John F. Schermerhorn, on 
behalf of the United States, for the purchase of all the 
lands owned, claimed or possessed by the Cherokees 
east of the Mississippi, as ratified by the president and 
senate of the United States, has been officially published. 
he treaty at large is too long for our present limits, 
and we must therefore conient ourselves with stating its 
leading provisions. ‘I'he sum stipulated to be paid by 
the United States, in consideration of this cession, is five 
millions of dollars. The Indians are to be transported 
by the United States to the west of the Mississippi, and 
settled on lands specified in the treaty, &e. Of the 
five millions of dollars purchase money, the following 
sums are to be invested by the United States, ‘‘in some 
safe and most productive stocks of the country,” for the 
benefit of the whole emigrant Cherokee nation: 

For a general national fund........-+.. +». + -$200,000 

For RU OPREN DIO ii oo ccc si ccece cess SUS 

For addition to the school fund.,.....<:> . 150,000 

Vou. L.—Sie, 19 











The annuity of $10,000 a year, to which the nation is 
now entitled, is to be commuted for a sum of $214,000, 
to be invested by the president of the United States asa 
part of the national fund. 

A supplementary article stipulates for the payment of 
an additional sum of $600,000 by the United States to 
defray the expense of removing the Cherokees, and to 
cover all claims for ‘‘spoliations,” by which indefinite 
phrase we do not very well know what is meant; and 
adds $100,000 more to the general national fund. 

— (Mat. Int. 

APPROPRIATIONS made at the last session of the legislature 
of New York: 

Loan to the N. York & Erie rail road company......$3,000,000 
Loan authorised for the construction of Black river 

canal 1,000,000 
Loan authorised for Genesee Valley canal...........2,000,000 
Appropriated for locks on the Glens?’ Falls feeder..... 100,000 
Do. for making the locks on the Cayuga and Seneca 

canal of the width of the new locks on the Erie ca- 

nal, (not yet estimated), say 50,600 
Additional loan for the Chenango canal,.....ececeees 260.000 
For purchasing water power on the Crouked Lake ea- } 

nal, say 12,000 
For a towing path on the Seneca river. .....ccceecees 4,000 
For a geological survey of the state, ($26,000 for four 


years) 104,000 
For the lunatic asylum... ....ccee ceeee ccccscccccscesse COMED 
For the blind..... vaee vanaees ¢ cn ccccceccccsvccee 16,008 


For a bridge at Athol, Warren COUNTY ....ec ceeeee eee 4,000 
TOldl .. cece decees cecscccese cee eGh0,010,000 
[albany Argus. 
CaNabL TOLLS. The tolls collected on the New York canals, 
for the week ending on the 2lst May, amount to the sum of 
$65,771 34—which, deducting Sunday, gives an average of 
10,961 87 per day. 
The collections at Albany, during the whole month of May, 
fur 1834, 1835 and 1836, are as fellows, viz: 
PIES 000.0 000068 000 000 06es00ceense ccs cs ee 
1835 ....6. 0 00h Chnseshe cecc.es conese cenee nee 
i Aree o0penresessccce secesesece See 
The excess of collections at the Albany office, in May, over 
the same month in 1835, is $14,000. [ Ibid. 
Canats IN TUE Untrep States. The Buffalo Journal, from 
imperfect data, estimates the number of miles of finished canals 
in the United States at 3,000, which are distributed among the 
several states as follows: 

CE! Fr ErTrirrrirevrrrrtrrTTry :° * 
PERSSACTIUSELES 20. co ccsccccccccccccccscceehs. of 
Massachusetts and R, [sland........0c000045 = 
CONMECHCUL cccsccccccccccsccsocccccagecce 8 
New York......... coccccodccscccccogeteGle 
New York and Pennsylvania...... ......06 § 

NOW JOTCCP sa ccccccsccccccsesecceccticoesnen 
POMUMBPIVIEEN 0 coknccss ccncusicesceontcsteee = 
Delaware and Maryland....... secsccessel4 88 
Maryland ...ccccscccccccsccccccscnccscccenn 8 
Maryland and Pennsylvania.............d41 


CTUED ccccccescvccccescescnees cccendcccnouee 
Vitwimia .ccccccceccess omesessccbnce cooosme = =O 
Virginia and N. Carolima..........6002...22 
Georgia .......6- cceueseoaebd secceccs cou .— 
Louisiana eeecenes Sbardos b 008d es Gores Chsbeee 66 


NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 4, 1836. The board of examina- 
tion recently convened at Baltimore, composed of 
Captains James Bippte, president. 
Henry E. BaLuarRp, ! 
Joun B. NIcnoLson, 
ALEXANDER CLAXTON, 
LAWRENCE KEARNEY, 
has closed its duties. The following is a list of the midship- 
iwen who passed, arranged in the order assigned them by the 
board. 


‘ members. 


Carlisle P. Patterson, 
. William Pope, 
James L. Heap, 

. George R. Carroll, 

. Augustus S, Baldwin, 
. Edmund T. Shubrick, 
. Stephen Dod, 

. Willlam B. Whiting. 


1. John J. Almy, 

2. Otway H. Berryman, 

3. Edmund Jenkins, 

4. Edward J. Dellaven. 
Class—1830. 

1. Richard L. Tilghman, ] 

2, James H. Strong, 

3. James M. Fraily, 


Class—1829. | 
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PO8T OFFICE DEPARTMENT. The bill for the reorganization 
of the post office department, which has passed the house of 
representagives, and is now before the senate, makes the follow- 
ing allowances to the clerks, &c. 

Assistant post masters goneral, €achi..... 6.6 cece cee $2,500 

TT. ohh SCARE A OD fo 6 GND AS00089 CE SSN 006 cehecdc en eatee 

Three principal clerks, each .......5 ccsseceeccesccesss 1,400 

A Ts DRED inn ns cnccescccecsivetccesccdsccseceskgae 

Bete CORUNA, BOG» sons c cin iconte cocse. teicccecesetetesccceue 

ee eee We eek kk Lice et en bege 650009009000 00 

Two additional messengers, each.........6..ec cee were ee BOO 

TWO WAICHMOR, COCT ooo cccceccsccd sccvce sc cccevece cecsSwU 

Auditor of the post Off CE... . ccc cece eee cee ee eee ed, 000 

SIPEG DCLG Lee bbcnss baceccdtsedsccss socdcpes cect haeee 

Four principal clerks, cach... cee cece ee cece ee eee eee LyAO0 

NINE) OE ok ons cakes cee ccnstede a cchivicteseccce hone 

A PMMER CIPTRG, COON. ci cic cicsccccesccedecsccecscscccvehgQOe 

ENS 65.5 5a 0 0.4 06 060,600 bon ¥0 eins 6005 cee.den Ue 

es anid 26s bb's 6 08 ies 006 R8Eb0 N66 0094s 054 000k5 tee 

We NN, GOONS voce cscs ccc cecccccs ccdcccegecssec See 

SALES OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. ‘I'he receipts into the United 
States treasury from the sales of the public Jands, have been as 


follows—- 

1817 $1,991,226 1827 $1,494,815 
1818 3,606,364 1828 1,018,308 
1819 3,275,422 1829 1,517,175 
1820 1,635,871 1830 2 329,356 
1821 1,212,966 1831 3,210,815 
1822 1,803,581 1832 2 623,331 
3823 916,523 1&33 3,069,682 
1824 984,418 1834 4,887,620 
1825 1,216,090 1835 14,757,600 
1826 1,393,785 


Receipts Jst quarter, 1836, as reported by the secretary of the 
treasury, 5,439,640. 

The government lands already sold, amount to 540,000,000 of 
acres. The amount surveyed and offered but not yet sold, is 
119,259,728 acres. In addition to the above, the Indian title 
has been extinguished to more that 100,000,000 of acres not yet 
surveyed. 

Whole amount of unsold tands to which the Indian title had 
been extinguished previous to 1832, 227,593,884 acres. Since, 
the additions to that amount have exceeded the sales. 

From the report made to the senate by Mr. Ewing, the 
amount received for sales of the public domain in each state 
and territory, since 1776, has been as follows, up to lst of Jan. 
last—Ohio $16,780,177, Indiana 9,510,481, Illinois 5,355,612, 
Missouri 3,886,224, Alabama 10,097,347, Mississippi 6,837,770, 
Louisiana 999,087, Michigan 3,956,896, Arkansas 636,642, Flo- 
rida 556,283. ‘Total—#56,619,523, 

New YORK BANKING CAPITAL. The capital of the new 
banks created by the late legislature amounts to $5,250,000. 
Add to this the sum of $420,000, for the increased capitai of 
two banks previously in operation, and the aggregate amount 
is $5,670,000—of which only one million is west of Cayuga 
lake. 

CorRency oF Great Britain, An Official return has been 
published, bearing very materially upon the amount of the cir- 
eulation of the country—viz: a return of the amount of notes 
circulated in England and Wales by private banks, joint stock 
banks and their branches, in the quarter ending on the 26th of 
December last. It appears from this statement, that the cireu- 
lation of notes by these establishments has been increased in 
the last quarter to the extent of £713,79!. The present cireula- 
tion of the private banks is stated at £8,334,836, in the same 
previous quarter it was £7,912,587. The circulation of the 
joint stock banks, in the quarter ending on the 26th September 
last, was, £2,503,036 but in the quarter ending on the 26th De- 
eember it was £2,799,551. ‘l'aking the increase of the circula- 
tion of the bank of England, of the private banks, and joint 
stock companies, it appears thatin the last quarter there has 
been altogether an augmentation in the circulation of the coun- 
try of near one million sterling. 

—= 998 B Btiwee 
ITEMS. 

Gen. Wm. H. Harrison, of Ohio, and Francis Granger, of 
New York, have been unanimously nominated as candidates 
for president and vice president by the whig state convention 
of New Jersey, which assembled at Trenton on the Ist instant. 
Upwards of 200 delegates were in attendance from all parts of 
the state. ; 


It appears from the Cincinnati papers that Dr. Harrison, a 
son of gen. W. H. Harrison, who was reported to have been 
murdered and brutally mangled by the Mexicans, is alive and 
safe on board a Texian vessel, having been slightly wounded 
only. This news he has communicated to his friends by letter. 


The packet ship Independence, which sailed from New York 
on the 8th ult arrrived in Liverpool in a passage of fourteen 
days and eighteen hours! 


The Providence (R. I.) Journal states that there are now 
living four brothers and one sister, born in North Providence, 
whose united ages number four hundred and five years! 


Seven thousand chairs are exported from Boston every week. 


tn ene 


1 just law—The Massachusetts revised statutes make it im- 
prisonment for one-year and a fine of $100, on every person 
who shall cut or injure a tree not his own. 


Tron—In a foundry in Germany, it has lately been discovered 
that by producing an evaporation of the ecblorine, in making 
cast iron of the second or third quality, an iron of the first qua- 
lity is produced. ‘This new process has been tried in the forges 
of the Bes Rhin with complete success. The value and im- 
portance of this discovery cannot fail to be appreciated by alj 
iron masters. 


The amount of the capital of rail road companies in New 
York was, before the recent session of the legislature, thirty 
five millions of dollars, It has been increased to nearly fifiy 
inillions. 


The real and personal estate in the state of New York is esti- 
mated at five hundred and thirty millions of dollars. 


There are filty-six daily newspapers in the state of New 
York. Their circulation is equal to about 30,000 daily. 


The receipts of the Penusylvania hospital for 1836 were near- 
ly $84,000. 


Of 1,005 persons admitted into the Pennsylvania hospital in 
1836, 461 were foreigners. 


Rain. According to a statement in the Baltimore American, 
seven inches of rain have fallen from the commencement of the 
late wet weather up to Wednesday the 8th inst. at 1 o’clock, 
A.M. 


The Winchester Virginian states that at Harper’s Ferry the 
late rains had swollen the Potomae and Shenandoah rivers 
about sixteen feet above the low water level. dt is added that 
the damages done to the canal by the freshet will require two 
months to repair them. 

The navigation of all the N. York canals had been suspended 
by the Jate rains. ‘The Albany Argus of Monday has the fol- 
lowing paragraph On the subject: 

The canals. ‘The floods produced by the rains the 20th and 
30th of May, have interrupted the navigation of the Erie, Os- 
wego, Cayuga and Seneca, and Crooked lake canals. Within 
the space of 40 days two floods have occurred at the west, 
which are without precedent, and which have very seriously 
affected the operation of the canals. No similar interruptions 
have been experienced from the same cause since the canals 
were navigable. 

It is also stated that one of the locks on the Welland eana! 
had given way and that a schooner had sunk in the ruins. 


Overflow of the Juniata—The Bellefont Patriot of the 4th 
inst. says, ‘*We have received no papers from the east for seve- 
ral days, on account of the swollen condition of the Juniata 
river. The extraordinary wet weather which we have had for 
the last fortnight, has caused it to overflow its banks, and we 
learn thatin the long narrows below Lewistown, it covers the 
canal and turnpike—one vast waste of rapid and turbulent wa- 
ters—leaving no means for either boat, stage, or even pack- 
horse, to bring the mail. ‘The damage to the public works wil! 
be immense.”? 


A New York paper says that there are in that city about three 
hundred young lawyers Who do not earn $300 per annum. Few 
mechanics, it is presumed, make less than double that amount, 
and yet it is not as fashionable to be a mechanic as it is to be a 
lawyer. 

By a late census of the city of Louisville, Ky. it appears that 
that place now contains 25,000 inhabitants—increase within 
the Jast year 4,000. 


A slight shock of an earthquake was felt at Kingston, Jamai- 
ca, on the 7th May. A similar shock, it may be recollected, 
was experienced at Knoxville, Tenn. on the same day. 


On the 18th ult. fifty houses were destroyed by fire in the 
lower municipality of New Orleans. The council appropriated 
$10,000 for the relief of the sufferers. 


An individual has sent commodore Downs, commanding the 
navy yard, at Charlestown, Massachusetts, the sum of twelve 
dollars, as restitution for injuries or injustice supposed to be 
done some time ago to the United States, in the navy yard in 
Charlestown. The money has been deposited to the credit o! 
the treasurer of the United States, 


By the ship Hindoo, which arrived in Boston last week, from 
Liverpool, were received 2,309 packages and 150 half packages 
of lard, and by the Montpelier, arrived at the same place from 
Loudon, 2,920 sacks of vats. 


CertainJots in East Boston were recently sold at auction to 
the amount of $218,145 81. Some of the lots were sold at from 
10 to 50 cents per foot—and others at prices ranging from 20 to 
45 cents. 


The New York Gazette states that there is a great rage for 
speculation in real estate at Oswego, arising, no doubt, says the 
Gazette, from the projected construction of a ship canal be 
tween that place and Utica. Among other recent sales there, 
we learn from good authority, that the vice president has with 








in a few weeks past, disposed of one-half of his property there 
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for the sum of two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, the pur- 
chaser being the attorney geueral of the United States. We 
have also understood that eleven acres, (principally wharf lots) 
were recently disposed of, to a company, for ove million of dol- 


lars. 

The geological survey of Virginia has been commenced by 
Messrs. R. Rogers and Walker, under the superintendence of 
professor W. b. Rogers, of the university of Virginia. 


Consumption. Dr. Draper, who is delivering a course of lec- 
tures before the Franklin institute of Philadelphia on the sub- 
ject of coughs, consumption, &c. recently stated that from the 
year 1807, until the year 1835, inclusive, there had been in the 

<city and liberties of Philadelphia, thirteen thousand seven hun- 
dred and thirty-two deaths from consumption!!! 


American stocks, in London, April 29th, New York Life and 
Trust, 93; New Jersey canal, 103a 1044; Pennsylvania, J02$ a 
103; Maryland, 108: Ohio, 107; Louisiana, 100ia 101; Missis- 
sippi, Planters bank, 263; Tennessec do. £23 1Us.; Alabama, 
95; U. S. bank, £24 15s. 


1 8 B Bt 


THE CREEK WAR. : 

The following late and official intelligence from the seat of 
the Creek Indian war is extracted from a letter from: major ge- 
neral Scott addressed to the adjutant general at Wastiogton. 
{t will be seen that the dispositions for the defence of Georgia 
and Alabama against the outrages of the Indiaus, and for catty- 
ing the war into the mation, are being made as rapidly as cir- 
cumstances will permit. ‘The prevention of the escape of the 
Indians towards Flovida is especially aimed at. Major general 
Jesup was about to pass through the hostile ground to the 
Alabama side of the field of contest. 

Extract from a letter of gen. Winfield Scolt, to the adjutant 
general, duled 
Head quarters, army of the south, Columbus, Geo. June 3, 1836. 

{ have the houor to report for the information of the secre- 
tary and general-in-chief, that L arrived here three days age, in 
company with his excelleney governor Schley and major gen. 
Jesup. 

No event of importance has occurred in or about the Creek 
country, for a week or two. A small party of the enemy cross- 
ed into Georgia the day before I arrived, murdered a few indi- 
viduals, and burnt some houses. 

Until the troops are mustered into the service of the United 
States, they are not under my commad. This ceremony com- 
menced yesterday, and will proceed as rapidly as possible. In 
ihe meantime, the governor, whose own military views are ex- 
cellent, and who has the best possible disposition towards the 
general government and its Officers, makes me the compliment 
to consult me on all points of importance. He has already 
taken measures to guard the fronticr of Georgia, above and be- 
low this place, against incursions, and particularly to prevent 
parties of the enemy from escaping across the river, in the di- 
rection of Florida. Additional measures shall be immediately 
adopted to effect this great object; fitst, by the employment of 
a steamer, hourly expected, with a company on board, and by 
pushing some companies of mounted men, to points fifty and 
sixty miles below. It is not thought here, that there is any 
danger of the Indians attempting to cross the river lower down. 

The strength of the enemy is variously estimated by well in- 
formed persons, from 2,500 to 5,000. Capt. Page thinks that 
there are at least 3,000 hostile wartiors. 

I suppose there may have arrived on this frontier about 1,500 
Georgians, mostly, [ think, volunteers. As they are distribut- 
ed over a line of more than forty miles on the river, the gover- 
Horhas not been able, as yet, to obtain returns of the detach- 
ments. He expects as many more, and companies almost 
daily arrive, but it is not expected that all will be up before the 
12th, perhaps the 15th instant. 

The governor of Alabama will probably have in the field 
about an equal number of men. By his letter of the 28th ult. 
a copy of which is enclosed, it will be seen, that he thinks he 
Will be ready to march upon the enemy the Sih inst. I doubt, 
however, whether he has been able to secure subsistence for 
his men, in advance, for eight or even five days. On this side, 
there are no magazines. The troops have not suffered, but the 
supplies have been rather precarious. This state of things 
must continue at least eight days longer, when the one hundred 
thousand rations, and other indispensable stores shipped from 
Picolata, St. Angustine, Savannah and Charleston, may begin 
to arrive from Macon and Hawkineville, on the Oak Mulgee, 
by wagons, Thesupplies ordered from New Orleans cannot 
be expected before 18th or 20th inst. Late, long, and heavy 
rains in this quarter, have greatly injured the roads, but im- 
proved the navigation of the rivers. 

{ enclose copies of my two letters to governor Clay, and a 
Copy of my instructions to major general Jesup, who will pro- 
bably set Oul to-morrow for Montgomery. He will require a 
£90d escort to Tuskegee, forty miles. Beyond that point, the 
communication is understood to be perfectly free. 





The following accounts from the scene of troubles in the 
Creek Indian country are copied from the Columbus (Geo.) 
Herald, of the 7th instant. In the same paper, the nuinber of 
the hostile Creek Indians capable of bearing arms is put down 
at about six thousand. 
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‘Troops continue to pour in from different counties, many of 
which -are well mounted and armed, and all will be fully 
equipped in a day or two, and ready for service, when they 
will be immediately detailed, and put to the all important work 
of subduing the bostile Creeks. ‘lhe chivalry and prowess of 
the Georgia troops was perhaps on no oceasion better display- 
ed than on the preseut—and the alacrity with which volunteers 
from distant Counties have repaired to the scene of danger, 
speaks volumes Of praise for the spirited and patriotic sons of 
Georgia, and gives hearty assurance of their readiness at all 
times to battle for their beloved country and her rights. 

Gen. Santord with promptitude, equal to the emergency, im- 
mediately on organizing his staff removed his head-quarters to 
Fort Ingersoll, a fortress which has been thrown up since the 
present excilement, and is planted upon Alabama soil. To 
“cross the river’? and ‘‘pitch tent,?? under all the clreumstances 
of the times were, agreeable to our notions, good moves, and 
precisely corresponded with our preconceived opinions of gen. 
Sanford’s character as an officer. Nothing delays him froma 
march to the enemy’s strong hold, but the want of more provi- 
sions. 

Ou Wednesday lust the troops, as many as had then arrived, 
were collected at Fort Ingersoll, and regularly mustered into 
the service of the United States. Gov. Schley was present on 
the occasion, and addressed the troops. In the course of his 
remarks, be took Occasion to advert to the many objections 
which had been made by volunteers to being mustered into the 
regular service; set forth in a clear view the reasons why this 
muster should take place, the nécessity for it, and the utter con- 
fusion that would prevail in attempting to conduct an army 
upon any other principle. He exhorted them to fidelity to theif 
country, and pourtrayed in accurate and eloquent langnage, the 
high and honorable character of the soldier. 

Ou Saturday morning maj. gen. Jesup took his departure for 
Tuskeegee, a town located in the nation, midway from Colum- 
bus to Montgomery—lie was escorted by the Bibb and Talbot 
Cavalry and a number of volunteer citizens, in all amounting 
to about 200 men. Gen. J. will take command of the Alabama 
furces. 

A battalion of calvary, 220 strong;under the command of 
major Howard, left on Saturday morning for the Vicinity of Mr. 
Boykin’s plantation about 20 miles below this place, where it 
Was understood that a large party of Indians were endeavoring 
to cross the river, supposed to be on their way to Florida. We 
presume this to have been Jim Henry’s band, and we invoke 
all the good fortunes of war upon the head of Howard, that he 
may fall upon the path of Henry, and literally ‘“‘use him up.” 
We await news from this detachment with a great deal of in- 
terest. 

The entire force now on the Chattahoochee is not less than 
2,000 effective men. 

‘The steamboat Metamora on her passage from Apalachicola 
was fired on by the Indians about 8 miles above Roanoke, 
The Metamora was pressed at Irwinton by capt. Wood, wha 
had under his command two volunteer companies from Ran- 
dolph county, Ga. and the “volunteer guards,’? commanded by 
capt. Booth, from Pike county, Alabama, in all about 130 men. 
Their object was to run up to Columbus. in the steamboat, 
with a view to pick up a fight with the Indians if possible; and 
as they desired, so they had it. About 20 hostiles appeared on 
the west bank of the river, and pulled trigger on the boat: three 
individuals were wouuded among the whites—Messrs. Owens, 
Smith and Butler; Mr. Owens dangerously; capt. Booth was 
smoothly shaved by an Indian bullet, it passing over the surface 
of his chin, and leaving not a whit of beard behind. In this 
‘sharp shooting,’’ there were from 10 to 15 Indians killed. 
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BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Bank of the United States, May 3l1st, 1836, 

GENTLEMEN: I have submitted to the board of directors the 
memorial signed by yourselves, and other citizens of New 
York, in which it is stated that “circumstances unconnected 
with the business operations of the country but which it is un- 
necessary to detail, have produced a scarcity of money em- 
barrassing to trade and highly injurious to the interests of the 
commercial community at large??—that “it is believed by many 
to be in the power of the bank of the United States to restore 
the money market to a more sound and healthy state’’—and 
requesting the bank to resume its purchases of domestic ex- 
change, which, if carried to the amount of two millions of dol- 
lars, ‘‘would give all the relief which the commercial com- 
munity requires.’ 

It gives me great satisfaction to inform you that the board of 
directors have cheerfully acceded to your wishes. Instructions 
have accordingly been this day given to purchasein N. York bills 
of exchange on the points most connected with the commerce 
of yourcity, which will be multiplied as soun as the necessary 
arrangements can be completed. 

The bank of the United States, as you are aware, is no longer 
responsible for the state of the currency and the exchanges. 
But the board of directors are not the less anxious to protect 
ihe country from any embarrassment which may threaten it. 
They therefore wiilingly adopt the suggestion of so respectable 
a body of their fellow citizens as to the best mode in which 
they can be useful and elall deem themselves fortunate if they 
can thus contribute to relieve the existing pressure on your 
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You will have the goodness to communicate this result to 
the gentiemen interested in it, and believe me with great re- 
spect, yours. N. BIDDLE, president, 

Messrs. Shepherd Knapp, P.§& J. S. Crary, Grinnell, Min- 
turn, & Co. Suydam, Jackson, & Co. New York. 

Having requested a friend to furnish for the columns of this 
paper, a copy of the foregoing letter—-to which the reader may 
récollect, we made a special reference the other day—and hav- 
ing succeeded in the application, we have at once laid it be- 
fore the public. We also learn from the Boston papers, that 
the merchants of that city have likewise applied to the bank 
of the United States to establish an agency there, and that an 
answer complying with their request haz been returned by Mr. 
BidMle. We likewise farther learn, that within the last two 
weeks the agent of the bank of the United States in this city 
has purchased for cash domestic exchange to the amount of 
one million two hundred and ten thousand dollars, and foreign 
exchange to the amount of six hundred and sixty thousand 
dollars, and that during the same period he has sold foreign 
exchange for promissory notes to the amount of one million 
four hundred thousand dollars. The wishes of our merchants 
have thus far been liberally and promptly met, and at a mo- 
ment, too, and in a mauner, which cannot fail to make the 
relief extended, sensibly felt. The bank is certainly in the 
enjoyment of a proud triumph on this occasion. 

[N. ¥Y. Cam. 
8B Stern 
THE INDIAN DEPUTATIONS. 
Washington, May 26th. 

‘There arrived in the city a day or two ago, under the conduct 
of Mr. McKnight, of Michigan, a deputation of the Chippewa 
tribe of Indians, who have come to the seat of government for 
the purpose of treating for the cession of all their remaining 
lands within the limits of Michigan. Since their arrival, they 
have had an interview with the two deputations of Cherokees, 
who have been here for some time on the subject of their treaty of 
cession, when Macoonse, the head chief of the Chippewas, made 
a speech to the Cherokees, of which the following is a copy, as 
dictated by himself: 

To the gentlemen composing the two delegations 
from the Cherokee nation: 

FRIENDS AND BROTHERs: [thas been ordered by the Great Spi- 
rit forus to meet, and we have been permitted to extend to each 
other the hand of friendship. I can truly say | am very happy 
that I have been one of the number who have held a friendly 
intercourse with you, while many of my people have been de- 
nied the pleasure. 

My friendship for you is so great that [I cannot refrain from 
saying that [ hope you will all look above for happiness; and 
while you have a place on earth, may you never neglect doing 
every thing in your power which is calculated to benefit the 
rising generation; I, for one, am determined to leave nothing 
undone which may conduce to the welfare of my people, and [ 
would hope that [ am not alone in this resojution in the Chip- 
pewa nation. 

I have visited our father, the president of the United States; 
I have given him my hand, and I have told him that [and my 
people would always consider him our friend. I hope you, 
too, have done the same, and will ever regard him as your 
friend. 

My friends, I hear there is a war among the Creeks, your 
neighbors; perhaps when you reach your homes, there will be 
those who will give you bad advice. Open not your ears to 
their talk! Why should you bring destruction to yourselves 
and to your children? I consider you men, and I need not say 
any more on this subject; but [ must tell you that if IT shall 
hear, after I have returned to my people, that you have not lis- 
tened to good advice, but have attended to the talk of those 
who would bring ruin to your nation, I shall think the Chero- 
kees are not men, but they are like children; they know not 
what is good for them. 

Aliow me to add, I am of the opinion that the best thing we 
could do for the good of our children is to turn our attention to 
the cultivation of our lands. 

{ shall not say more. 

I am your friend and the friend of your nation, 

MACOONSE, or ES TON-QUET. 

Washington city, May 23, 1836. 


Copy of a letter from the Cherokee delegation to the Chippe- 
way chief: 

Washington, 23th May, 1236. 
Maeoonse, one of the Chippeway nation: 

DEAR FRIEND: We have received your letter of yesterday, 
which has been read and explained to the delegation. Your 
talk is good, and we reciprocate your friendship, and fee) grati- 
fied that, by the Providence of God, we who live so far apart, 
are enabled to form so interesting an acquaintance with each 
other. 

We agree with you that it would be folly to wage a war with 
the United States, in a fit of desperation, to revenge the inju- 
ries inflicted by the whites, which can never be avenged but 
with the entire destruction of the Indian race. But the war 
which is now raging in the Creek and Seminole nations of In- 
dians arises not from the foolishness of the young men, but 
from the accumulation of injuries heaped upon them by the 
whites, and from the want of correct policy in the chiefs, in not 
leading their people out of the white population, Treaties 
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which consign the Indians to live among the whites withou, 
the enjoyment of their own laws, and without a boundary to 
keep the white people at a distance, must, as a necessary con- 
sequence, produce irritations and conflicts. When the Indians 
starve, they will lay their hands upon the white man’s provi- 
sions, who will resent it, kill the ludians, and the Indians w3j} 
retaliate, and hence arises the war which will destroy the In- 
dian tribe which raises the hatchet. 

The condition of our people is now wretched to the last de- 
gree. Language would fail us to express their sufferings, 
They have no government, they have no laws, they have no 
country; they are compelled to live under the laws of the 
whites, but with no rights under those laws. For four yearg 
past we have advocated a removal to the west as the only alter- 
native to preserve our people from extinction. Some of the 
chiefs of our nation viewed the matter otherwise, and encour. 
aged the mass of the tribe to die on the land of their forefathers 
and bury their bones with them. If we had listened to this 
talk, would we have been faithful to the welfare of our race? 
Could they be preserved in this abject condition? No! Yoy 
might as well throw your seed-corn to the hungry hogs for your 
summer’s crop, as to expect that the Indians can prosper in the 
midst of a white population, under such circumstances. If you 
wish to increase your steck of sheep, would you drive them 
where the wolves range, unprotected? Would you turn a flock 
of doves to the hungry hawks for safety? No, you would not. 

It is a great mistake for an Indian nation to expect to prosper 
under the laws of the states. They may, if permitted to culti- 
vate their Jands, linger away a miserable existence, but they 
would eventually melt away as the snow melts before the sun, 
Liave we not experience enough to convince us of this awful 
truth? Look at this great country, where hundreds of council 
fires blazed in brightness! ‘There is no green spot where the 
Indian can say ‘Here is the home of the free and brave of my 
people.’? If any Indians are permitied to live among the 
whites, you will find them ina state of pupilage—as children 
under the laws of the states. They live without hope—with- 
out the rich heritage of freemen. And thus it is that they try to 
stimulate their drooping spirits with intoxicating drinks, which 
only plunge them deeper into the mire of their wretchedness. 

These considerations have impelled us to treat for a removal 
to the country out of the limits of the states and territories, 
where weintend to cultivate our lands, enjoy our own laws 
and educate our ehildren. It is our purpose to cultivate peace- 
able relations with the United States, and induce, by the civili- 
zation of our people, the prejudiced whites to respect our race. 
In that region the Choctaws, Chickasaws, Creeks, Seminoles, 
Cherokees, Shawnee3, Quapaw, Senecas and Osages reside. 
We will smoke the pipe of peace together, and with the remote 
tribes of the west towards the Rocky Mountains cultivate 
friendship and peace. We know that the God of the white 
manis the God of the Indian, and, if they are true to them- 
selves, that he will bless them. May he prosper our under- 
taking, heal our afflictions, and render us happy and a great 
people. 

Do you not feel that we have spoken the truth? Does not 
the heart of the chief of the Chippeway kindle in holy aspira- 
tions? Oh, may you accept our talk, and gather together your 
people and form them a great nation by our side. It is the 
only way which is practicable. You cannot prosper among the 
whites. 

Our brother, you must not think hard of what we have said 
to you. We have spoken the feelings of our hearts. Now we 
shake hands with you and wish you and your chiefs a safe return 
to your nation. We are your friends and broihers. 

MAJOR RIDGE, 
JAMES FOSTER, 
LONG SHELL, 
JAMES STARR, 
- JOHN SMITH, 
JOHN FIELDS, 
JAMES FIELDS, 
GEORGE WELSH, 
Capt. JAMES ROGERS, 
WILLIAM ROGERS, 
JOHN RIDGE, 
ANDREW ROSS, 
J. A. FOREMAN, 
JOHN GUNTER, 
JOHNSON ROGERS, 
' ELIAS BOUDINOT. 
a OM BH 
TWENTY-FOURTH CONGRESS—FIRST SESSION. 
SENATE. 

June 10. _After the usual morning business, the senate, on 
motion of Mr. Benton, proceeded to consider the bill to in- 
crease the present military establishment of the United States. 
Mr. B. then made some observations on the necessity of in- 
creasing the army in consequence of the attitude and disposi- 
tion of the Indians on our south western frontier and in other 
parts of the country. After Mr. B. had concluded, Mr. Nicho- 
las moved to recommit the bill with instructions to report an 
organization precisely similar to that which was adopted for 
the peace establishment in 1815. 

After a few words from Mr. Benton in opposition to the mo- 
tion, Mr. Preston took a view of the altered condition of the 
country within a few years. In consequence of the progress 
made in the manufacture of arms, and in the knowledge of 
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ordinary concentration of Indian forces on our frontier has, in- 
deed, rendered it necessary that the government of the United 
States should adopt a system of preparation corresponding 
with this aspect of things. But our Indian frontier is not now 
as exposed and as difficult of defence as it was filly years ago. 
The increase of population, of a population abounding in arms 
and provisions, and having ail the facilities which can be ob- 
tained from the application of steam to our roads and rivers, 
and also the additions made to our military strength, have 
placed all our western frontier in a state of comparative securi- 
ty. He went on to Speak of the degeneracy of the Indian cha- 
racter, and the numerical diminution of the tribes; but at the 
same time admitted that the provident care of the government 
ought to be exhibited in extending tothe fronticr a proper de- 
gree of protection. He inferred, from a general survey of the 
facts, that an increase of the army is necessary; and the only 
difficulty was as to the extent of such increase. At present, 
we have thirteen regiments in service, amounting to about 
6,000 men. There are 40 or 50in each company. The present 
hill increases the number of the company to between 80 and 
90. It was his opinion that the companies ought to be so in- 
creased as to make an aggregate of about 9,000. The object 
had been to increase the efficiency of the army, without dis- 
turbing its Organization. 

There had been found to be a great deficiency in the staff, 
which was totally inadequate to the performance of the duties 
required of it. Much had been done to make the staff more ef- 
ficient, and more was in progress. ‘The staff of the inspectors 
and the quartermaster’s departments demand an increase. He 
waa Willing that there should be a general recommitment of the 
bill, so as to obtain the sense of the senate as to an increase of 
the army. 

Mr. Calhoun called fora division of the question so as to 
take the question first on the recommitment and afterwards on 
the instructions. He was in favor of an increase of the army 
but opposed to a new organization; and thought there was no- 
thing in the character of our foreign relations to shake the 
belief that it would depend on our own prudence to remain at 
peace with all nations. {ft was only in relation to our Indian 
relations that any additional force was required, and he was 
willing to place the country in a state of defence—but not a 
man more than was necessary for that purpose. 

Mr. Porter coincided in opinion with Mr. Calhoun, that there 
was just grounds for an increase of the army. The ability of 
the country to bear the expense of a standing army was un- 
doubted, and he dreaded no danger from such an army to our 
liberties whilst it was kept to a minimum of thrice the amount 
of men now asked for. He admitted that the Indian tribes 
were incompetent to carry on a prolonged warfare against the 
United States, but we ought to be prepared to meet those ont- 
breaks which cause so much destruction before they are met 
and repetied. This much is due to the people exposed to their 
outrages—for the [Indians now to be removed, burning with in- 
dignation and a sense of wrong, will go to their new homes 
fired with a desire for vengeance—and it only needed a man of 
commanding genius to bring the entire race along our frontier, 
in the field against the United States—the power and energies 
of the Camanches alone are sufficient to send them as formida- 
ble enemy, &c. He was therefore in favor of the commitment 
with instructions. 

Mr. Preston repeated what he had before stated as to the ex- 
tent of the Indian frontier, and went more minutely into detail, 
in order to show that he had under-estimated the extent rather 
than gone beyond it. [1 was necessary to give a fair defence 
to that frontier, not by drawing a line of river fortresses, but by 
giving asufficient force. Two regiments of dragoons have been 
given to the gentlemen from the west. Do they want another 
regiment, let them take it. It was useless to carry on a war in 
the swamps, where the army might as well be sent to hunta 
deer or a racoon as an Indian. But, in the western prairies, it 
is different. The Camanches are mounted Tartars, and strike 
from a distance, and they must be encountered by dragoons. 
Ile would not oppose any measure to give the utmost defenee 
to the frontier setuements; but it was not in the power of go- 
vernment to give them full and perfect defence. He touched 
on the situation of our south western frontier, and expressed a 
hope that the day was not distant when, instead of calling Fort 
Towson our south west post, we should have our forts on the 
Rio del Norte. 

Mr. Porter said a few words in explanation of his former re- 
marks. 

Mr. Benton protested against the recommitment, which must 
be entirely useless without the instructions, so as to put the 
committee in possession of the sense of the senate. The bill 
Was then ordered to be recommitted. 

The question being then on the instructions to the commit- 
tee, Mr. Calhoun moved to lay the subject on the table, in order 
to take up the special order. Ue withdrew his motion, and Mr. 
Porter expressed his hope that the question would be taken, as 
the bill was already committed and it was important to take 
the question on the instructions. 

Mr. Buchanan asked what was the strength of the army in 
1815. Mr. Benton replied that the total of the army in 1815 was 
12,356. Mr. Preston said that, if the senator from Louisiana 
would withdraw his instructions, be wonld move to fill up the 
rank and file of the companies to a specific amount, without 
fouching the organization, Mr. Calhoun was agaiust any in 
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structions. Mr, Porter ealled for the yeas and nays, which 


were ordered, 

Mr. Benton made some observations on the increased extent 
of our boundary, and ridiculed the idea of transporting by steam- 
bouts a sufficient force to protect that frontier. He adverted to 
the destruction of life and property which had been already 
perpetrated, and stated that the west must have the defence to 
which it was entitled. 

Mr. Linn read an extract from the report of the secretary of 
war, in which it was estimated that when the whole of the In- 
dians intended to be removed shall be concentrated on the west- 
ern shore of the Mississippi, they will amount to 250,000. He 
added a few words in favor of the concentration of a military 
force on the frontier to protect it against the danger to be ap- 
prehended from this larger force. 

Mr. Calhoun took a view of the present force of the country, 
and indicated in what manner the regiments we now have 
might be stationed, in order to effect an efficient defence of our 
frontier. He was disposed to fill up the companies, so as to 
render the reginents more competent. 

Mr. Clay thought it unnecessary to go into a general discus- 
sion of the necessity of increasing the army. No senator would 
hold himself committed by instructions, when the whole ques- 
tion’ of the policy of any increase shall come up for discussion. 
He smiled at the picture which had been drawn of our danger. 
One would have supposed that all at once a gallant nation of 
some millions had been suddenly precipitated on our frontier, 
instead of a few miserable Indians. He saw no necessity for 
any increase of the army. , 

The question was then taken on the instructions, and decid- 
ed as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Buchanan, Cuthbert, Grun- 
dy, King, of Alabama, King, of Georgia, Linn, Merris, Nicho- 
las, Porter, Ruggles, Tallmadge, Tipton, Walker, Wall, White, 
Wright—18. . 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay, Crittenden, Davis, 
Ewing, of Ohio, Goldsborough, Hendricks, Hubbard, Kent, 
Knight, Leigh, Mangum,,Moore, Nandain, Prentiss, Preston, 
Rives. Robbins, Robinson, Shepley, Southard, Swift, Tomlin- 
son, Webster—25. 

The following message was reccived from the president of 
the United States: 

To the senate of the United States: 

The act of congress ‘to appoint a day for the annual meeting 
of congress,’? which originated in the senate, has not received 
my signature. The power of congress to fix, by law, a day for 
the regular annual meeting of congress is undoubted; but the 
concluding part of this act, which is intended to fix the adjourn 
ment of every succeeding congress to the second Monday in 
May, after the commencement of the first session, does not ap- 
pear to me in accordance with the provisions of the constitu- 
tion of the United States. 

The constitation provides— 

Ist article, 5th section—“That neither house, during the ses- 
sion of congress, shall, without the consent of the other, ad- 
journ for more than three days, nor to any other place than that 
in which the two houses shall be sitting.’ 

Ist article, 6th section—“That every order, resolution, or 
vote, ta which the concurrence of the senate and house of re- 
presentatives may be necessary, (except on the question of ad- 
journment), shall be presented to the president of the United 
States, and, before the same shall take effect, shall be approved 
of by him,?? &e. 

2d article, 2d section—That he (the president) may, on ex- 
traordinary occasions, convene both houses of congress, or ei- 
ther of them; and, in case of disagreement between them, 
with respect to the time of adjournment, he may adjourn them 
to such times as he thinks preper.”? &e. 

According to these provisions, the day of the adjournment of 
congress is not the subject of legislative enactment, Except in 
the event of disagreement between the senate and house of re- 
presentatives, the president has no right to meddle with the 
question, and, in that event, his power is exclusive, but confin- 
ed to fixing the adjournment of the congress whose branches 
have disagreed. The question of adjournment is obviously to 
be decided by each congress for itself, by the separate action of 
each house fer the time being, and is one of those subjects up- 
on which the framers of that instrument did not intend one 
congress should act, with or without the executive aid, for its 
euceessors. Asasubstitute forthe present rule, which requires 
the two honses by conzent to fix the day of adjournment, and, 
in the event of disagreement, the president to decide, it js pro- 
posed to fix the day by law, to be binding in all future time, un- 
leas changed by censent of both houses of congress, and to take 
away the contingent power of the executive, which, in antici- 
pated cases of disagreement, is vested in him, ‘This substitute 
is to apply, not to the present congress and executive, but to 
our successors. Considering, therefore, that this subject ex- 
clusively belongs to the two houses of congress, whose day of 
adjournment is to be fixed, and that each has at that time the 
right to maintain and insist upon its own opinion, and to re- 
quire the presidentto decide in the event of disagreement with 
the other, f am constrained to deny my sanction to the act here- 
with respectfully returned to the senate. I do so with greater 
reluctance, aa, apart from this constitutional difficulty, the 
other provisions of it do not appear ta me objectionable, 

ANDREW JACKSON, 

Washington, June 9, 1836. 
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The message was ordered to be printed, and made the order 
for Wednesday next. 


The senate proceeded to the consideration of the bill to regu- 
Jate the deposites of the public money. ; 


F Mr. Wright moved several amendments, which were agreed 
10. 


Mr. Leigh moved an amendment providing that each bank 
shall have on the — day of —, and thenceforth to keep in its 
vaults specie to the amount of one-fourth of its business capi- 
tal. [The object of the amendment is to impose on every bank 
desirous to become a deposite bank, the condition specified, 
that it must have within its vaults, previous to the day named, 
the proportion of specie, in order to qualify it to become a de- 
posite bank. 


It is optional with the bank to accept or reject the deposites 
under this condition.) 


Mr. Webster pointed toa state of circumstances, contingent 
but not improbable, when it would be found that our specie 
basis is not sufficiently broad; and inasmuch as this bill would 
have the effect of coercing banks to keepa certain amount of 
specie in their vaults, it would be a restraint on exportation, 
and beneficial to the country. 


Some discussion took place between Messrs. Ewing, of Ohio, 
Buchanan, Grundy, Crittenden, Morris, Walker and Calhoun; 
and before any question was taken, the senate adjourned. 

Junell. The senate, having disposed of a number of peti- 
tions, reports, &c. on motion of Mr. Ewing took up the bill to 
change the mode of conducting the sales of public lands, which 
was postponed till Wednesday next and made the «special 
order for that day. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, the senate proceeded to consider 
the bill repealing the 14th section of the act to incorporate the 
subscribers io the bank of the United States, &c. and it was 
ordered to a third reading. [Passed the next day.] 

On motion of Mr. Dafis, the senate proceeded to consider 
the bill in addition to an act for the relief of sick and disabled 
oT and it was ordered to a third reading. [Passed next 

ay. 

q A number of private bills were considered as in committee 
ef the whole and variously disposed of. 

On motion of Mr. Crittenden the senate agreed to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill in addition to an act for the relief of 
sick and disabled seamen was ordered to be engrossed. This ob- 
ject was to exempt the navigators of flats and rafts from the 
tax of twenty cents per month, whom he thonght onglit to 
have the benefit of the hospital fund without such an imposi- 
tion upon them. It was melancholy, he said, to see the de- 
cay in this mode of navigation. ‘Tue time was when the flat 
boat moved in stately grandeur down the Ohio, the monarch 
of the stream—now, the few that were left were glad to slink 
out of the way of the steamboats which had usurped their 
sovereignty. It wasa melancholy illustration of the mode in 
which old things give way to the new. 


After some remarks from Mr. Davis, who stated that the 
whole proceeds furnished by the west towards the hospital 
fund in the last year were only $4,000, whilst there were facts 
to prove that the collector at Louisville had received between 
$5,000 and $6,000 for the fund, of which he had rendered no 
account whatever,and thought that all persons who participat- 
ed in the benefits of the funds should contribute, in some mea- 
sure,in support of it, Mr. Crittenden moved an amendment to 
accomplish his object, which, after some remarks from Messrs. 
Davis, Hendricks and Linn, was agreed to. 

Mr. Linn then moved an amendinent providing an appropria- 
tion for the erection of hospitals at such points in the west as 
may be designated by the secretary of the treasury—but he 
withdrew it at the suggestion of Mr. Davis, and at the same 
time disclaimed any intention of embarrassing the bill, whieh 
he would vote for with or without the amendment. Mr. Clay 
concurred in the propriety of the amendment offered by Mr. 
L. and thought that the western waters had a strong claim 
upon the liberality of the government—but as it was suggested 
that the desired object might be accomplished in another way 
he would not press the proposition. 


The bill was then reported as amended, and the amendment | 


was concurred in—and, after some further discussion, the bill 
was ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill supplementary to the act to establish the northern 
boundary of Ohio and to provide for the admission of Michigan 
waswead a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Benfon, (1 o'clock), the senate proceeded 
to the consideration of executive business; and, after remain- 
ing for some time with closed doors, on reopening them, the 
senate adjourned. 


June 13. Mr. Hubbard presented the credentials of John 
Page, elected a senator from New Hampshire, to fill the vacan- 
cy occasioned by the resignation of Isaac Hill. The creden- 
tials were read, and Mr. Page, having appeared, was sworn 
and took his seat. 

Mr. Clay presented a memorial from sundry citizens of Shel- 
by county, in the state of Kentucky, praying for the recognition 
of the independence of Texas. This memorial was subscribed 
by many citizens, several of whom were personally known to 
him as among the most respectable in-the highly respectable 
community to which they belonged. As a committee, of which 
he had the honor of being a inember, was now deliberating up- 











on the subject of the memorial, he would now not say more 
than to move the reference of the memorial to the committe on 
foreign relationa; which was accordingly ordered. 

Mr. Wright presented a similar petition from a number of ¢- 


tizens of Albany, N. Y. which was referred to the same com. 
mittee. : 


Mr. Niles presented the joint resolution of the legislature of 
Connecticut recommending the recognition of Texas, and ac- 
companied it by some remarks, in the course of which he said 
he would be willing to declare the independence of Texas 
whenever it should be ascertained that the people of Mexico 
should so will it—but he did not consider the capture of Sania 
Ana as decisive of the conflict, and thought the action of the 
legislature of Connecticut premature thongh the object was de- 
sirable. Mr. Walker, in reply, stated as his conviction, that the 
action of the legislature of Connecticut would form one of the 
brightest pages in the history of that state, and expressed ay 
opinion that unicss we promptly acknowledge the independence 
ot Texas, England would for the purpose of obtaining comme; 
cial advantages. ‘The petition was then referred. 

After several bills had been reported and resolutions receiy- 
ed, (among the latter one offered by Mr. Benton calling on the 
president to ascertain on what terms the deposite banks will 
agree to discontinue all paper currency in notes of less value 
than twenty dollars), the senate proceeded to consider the bill to 
regulate the deposites of the public money. The question be- 
ing on the motion of Mr. Leigh to amend by inserting a provi- 
sion that the banks receiving the public deposites shall, upon a 
day fixed, show that they have in their vaults a specified pyo- 
portion of specie. 

After a few words from Mr. Leigh, the amendment was agreed 
to. Mr. Calhoun moved to strike out the whole of the amend- 
ed clause. The amendment was agreed to. ‘The bill was fur- 
ther amended, on motions of Mr. Leigh, Mr. Wright and Mr, 
Walker. 


Mr, Wright moved an amendment rendering it necessary that 
the banks should have in their vaults as much speeie as the se- 
eretary of the treasury may think necessary to insure the safety 
ofthe public deposites therein. The amendment was agreed 
to. 


Mr. Benton moved to amend the bill by inserting a provision 
that the surplus publie deposites shall be sent to the U. States 
mint, for the purpose of coining or for safe keeping. 

Some discussion ensued on this proposition, in which Mr. 
Ewing, of Ohio, Mr. Leigh and Mr. Benton took part. 

On motion of Mr. Benton, the question was divided, and the 
yeas and nays were ordered on the first branch of the question. 
‘The question was then taken, and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Buchanan, Cuthbert, 
Ewing, of Ilinois, Grundy, Hendricks, King, of Alabama, King, 
of Georgia, Knight, Morris, Niles, Page, Rives, Robinson, Rug- 
gles, Shepley, Tallmadge, Walker, White, Wright—22. : 
~ NAYS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay, Crittenden, Ewing, of Ohio, 
Goldsborough, Kent, Leigh, Mangum, Moore, Naudain, Nicho- 
las, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins} Swift, Webster—17. 

The question was then taken on the second branch of the 
amendment, and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Ewing, of Illinois, Grundy, 
McKean, Morris, Nicholas, Niles, Page, Robinson, Ruggles, 
Walker, White—I13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Black, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, Critten- 
den, Cuthbert, Davis, Ewing, of Ohio, Goldsborough, Hendricks, 
King, of Alabama, King, of Georgia, Knight, Leigh, Mangum, 
Moore, Naudain, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Robbins, 
Shepley, Swifi, Tallmadge, Tomlinson, Webster, Wright—28. 

Mr. Benton moved to amend the bill in the filth seetion, so 
as to have a preference given to such banks, in the selection of 
deposite banks, as will engage to issue no notes of less than 
$20 denomination, and be able to restore a gold cireulation, 
and asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Grundy, King, of 
Geo. McKean, Morris, Niles, Page, Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, 
Tallmadge, Walker, White—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, Crittenden, Da- 
vis. Ewing, of Hil. Ewing, of Ohio, Goldsborough, Hendricks, 
King, of Alabama, Knight. Leigh, Moore, Naudain, Nicholas, 
Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Shepley, Swift, Tomlinson, 
Webster—23. 

Mr. Porter moved to amend the 13th section, so as to exempt 
from division atthe banks the sum received under the bill to 
appropriate, for 9 bimited time, the proceeds of the publie lands. 
Mr. Calhoun moved to amend this amendment, by adding the 
words “provided said bill shall become a law.”? The yeas and 
nays being demanded and ordered, the question was taken on 
the motion of Mr. Calhoun, and decided as follows: _ 

YEAS—Messrs. Black, Calhoun, Clay, Crittenden, Davis, 
Ewing. of Ohio, Goldsborough, Hendricks, Kent, Knight, Leigh, 
McKean, Mangum, Moore, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, 
Swift, Tomlinson, Webster, White—22. 

NAYS—Measrs. Benton, Brown, Cuthbert, Ewing, of Il. 
Grundy, Hubbard, Morris, Nandain, Nicholas, Niles, Rives, 
Shepley, Tatimadge, Tipton, Walker, Wright—I6. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Benton’s amendment as 
amended, and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Cuthbert, Ewing, of Hl. 
Hendricks, Hubbard, King, of Georgia, Morris, Niles, Prentiss, 
Rives, Ruggles, Shepley, Walker, White—15, 
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NAYS—Messrs. Black, Calhoun, Clay, Crittenden, Davis, 
Ewing, of Ohio, Goldsborough, Grundy, Kent, Knight, Leigh, 
McKean, Mangum, Moore, Naudain, Nicholas, Porter, Preston, 
Robbins, Swilt, Tallmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, Webster, 
Wright— 25. 

Mr. Calhoun moved to fil! the blank for the amount of mo- 
pey to be left in the treasury with “two millions.?? 

Before any question was taken, after a few words from Mr. 
Calhoun and Mr. Webster, the senate adjourned. 

June 14. Several bills were received from various commit- 
tees, read and disposed of. About eighty individual pension 
bills received from the other house, were read twice and refer- 
red to the committee on pensions. 

On motion of Mr. Grundy, the senate proceeded to consider 
the bill to reorganize the post office department. Various 
amendments to the bill reported by the committee, having 
been agreed to, considerable time was spent in considering 
that section of it relating to private boxes, in post offices, when, 
on motion of Mr. Calhoun, the bill was laid on the table. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill to regulate 
the deposites of the public money. 

The question pending being on filling the blank for the 
amount reserved in the treasury with “two millions,’ to 
which Mr. Wright had moved an amendment to insert “after 
the outstanding appropriations have been satisfied;?? a debate 
ensued in which 

Messrs. Wright, Webster, Walker, Ewing, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Morris and Tullinadge, participated. 

Mr. Wright then waived his motion, and Mr. Tullmadge 
moved a substitute; which was agreed to, 

Mr. Calhoun moved to fil! the blank for the amount to be re- 
ceived in the treasury, with “five millions.?? Mr. Webster 
said he should propose “‘ihree mulions.’? The question was 
taken Ox five millions, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 22, 
nays 18. ; 

Mr. Wright moved a recommitment, with instructions to di- 
vide the two branches into two separate bills, so as to make 
the distribution of the surplus the subject of one bill, and the 
regulation of the deposites in the banks the subject of the other. 
Mr. W. stated that he was willing to vote for that relative to 
the regulation of the deposites, but he did not think he could 
vote for the distribution. 

On motion of Mr, Wright, the yeas and nays were ordered 








on this motion, and the question being taken, it was decided as | 


follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Buchanan, Cuthbert, 
Ewing, of lil. Grundy, Hubbard, King, of Ala. King, of Georgia, 
Linn, Nicholas, Niles, Page, Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Shep- 
ley, Tallmadge, Tipton, Walker, White, Wrighit—23. 

NAYS—Messres. Calhoun, Clay, Crittenden, Davis. Ewing, 
of Ohio, Goldsborough, Hendricks, Kent, Knight, MeKean, 
Mangum, Moore, Naudain, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, 
Swilt, Tomlinson, Webster—2v, 

Mr. Buchanan offered a resolution instructing the committee 
on finance to inquire into the expediency of allowing compen- 
sation to the senators and representative from Michigan; 
which lies one day on the table. Mr. White moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill to regulate the deposites had 
been recommitted. On motion of Mr. Webster the senate ad- 
journed. 

June l5. A message was received from the president of the 
United States, in reply to a call on the secretary of state for 
information as to the Mexican depredations committed on the 
property of Choteau and De Mun; which was referred to the 
committee on foreign relations, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. Davis, from the committee on commerce, reported, with 
amendments, the bill from the house of representatives to re- 
guiate the compensation of certain officers of the revenue, 
(officers of revenue cutiers.) 

Mr. Walker, from the select committee on the subject, made 
a report at length on the subject of the sales of the public lands, 
which he read from the secretary’s table, cecupying nearly 
three-quarters of an hour, accompanied by a@ bil prohibiting 
sales of the public lands by action, &c. 


The bill was read, and ordered to a second reading, and 5,000 
extra copies of the report were ordered to be printed, 

A message was received from the president of the United 
States communicating a correspondence with the British go- 
vernment on the subjeet of the north eastern boundary. ‘The 
message referred it to the senate to decide as to the propriety 
of publishing the correspondence. 

The message having been read, 

Mr. Clay stated ttrat he had not been able to look into the 
Correspondence, and was not at present able to say whether it 
ought to be published or nat. The president had left it to the 
judgment of the senate. This was not according to his usual 
course, as he had in this instance refused to take responsibility 
upon himself. It would be improper to order the printing with- 
Out some examination, as it might afierwards turn out that, by 
the publication of something which it might be improper to Jay 


before the world, the senate might have committed themselves, | 
‘ . 
I'he senators from Maine and Massachusetts ought to be con- | 


sulted on this matter. The proper course, as it appeared to 
him, would be to refer the message to the committee on foreign 
relations, where the documents would be accessible to those 





their advice. He moved to refer the message and documents 
to the committee on foreign relations. 

Mr. Shepley said that if there was any thing unusual in the 
message, there was something also unusual in the resolution 
calling for this information. He did not object to the motion 
of reference. Mr. Clay explained that he had only said that 
the president had departed from his usual course of evading re- 
sponsibility when he transferred to the senate the responsibility 
of deciding on the publication of these documents. 

Mr. Webster said ic was quite satisfied with the direction 
proposed to be given to the documents. ‘The resolution calling 
for this information was offered by him, and the terms suggest- 
ed the alternative of a confidential reply, if deemed necessary. 
The information had not been communicated confidentially, 
but it was left to the senate to determine whether the corres- 
pondence shall be published or not. This was all right and 
proper, he was bound to presume, and that there are good rea- 
sons forit. He was perfectly willing to refer the message to 
the committee on foreign relations, in order that, if there be 
any doubtful matter in reference lo its publication, the doubt 
may be settled on the safe side. 

The message was then referred to the committee on foreign 
relations. 

Mr. Preston laid on the table a resolution calling on the pre- 
sident for information touching the political condition of Texas, 
the organization of a goverument in that country, &e, and any 
correspondence which may have taken place between the go- 
veinment of the United States and the government of Texas, 
or any of the commissioners of that government. 

Mr. Webster offered a resolution calling on the secretary of 
the treasury, early next session, to inform the senate as to the 
most suitable places and plans, where and how hospitals for 
siek and disabled seamen may be erected—which, after some 
explanatory remarks, was agreed to. 

The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Buchanan, instruct. 
ing the committee on finance to inguire into the expediency of 
paying the senators and representative from Michigan, was 
taken up for consideration. Mr. Buchanan stated that this re- 
solution was adopted in conformity with thé practice establish- 
ed on the admission of Missouri. The resolution was agreed 
to. On motion of Mr. Webster, the joint resolution fixing the 
day forthe adjournment of the two houses for the 4th of July 
next, Was takcn up, considered, und concurred in. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill to regulate 
the deposites of the public money. 

The pending question being on the motion of Mr. White to re- 
cousider the vote by which the bill had been recommiitted with 
instructions to report separate bills, a discussion ensued be- 
iveen Mr. While, Mr. Wright, (who asked for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered), Mr. Webster, Mr. Benton, Mr. 
Calhoun, Mr. Black and Mr. Morris, when the question was 
taken on the motion to reconsider, and decided in the affirma- 
live—years 22—nays 2t- 

Mr. [Wright then moved to amend the instructions: when, 
on motion of Mr. [Vebster, the turther consideration of the bill 
was postponed and it was made the order of the day for to- 
morrow. 

Ou motion of Mr. Ewing, the senate took up, for considera- 
tion, the bill to change the mode of conducting the sales of 
public lands, which was discussed and then laid onthe table. 

On motion of Mr. Wright the senate proceeded to conrider 
the act anthorising the secretary of the treasury to act as agent 
of the United States in all matters relating to the stock of the 
bank of the United States, which was ordered to be engrossed. 

Some time was spent in considering the bill to promote the 
useful arts, when it was laid on the table; and on motion of 
Mr. Hubbard, the senate went into the consideration of execu- 
tive business, and after remaining a short time with closed 
doors, adjourned. 

June 16. ‘The chair laid before the senate a communication 
from the department of war, enclosing reports of the commis- 
sioner of Indian affairs, the commissary general, and the se- 
cond auditor, concerning the euroiment, organization, and emi- 
gration of the Cherokee Indians; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. Webster, fiom the committee on finance, to whom was 


| referred a resolation to inquire into the expediency of allowing 





} 


senators, and he for one would be happy to avail bimself of | house of representatives to the bill supplementary to the bill to 


compensation to the senators and representative from Michi- 
gan, and also a report made by the secretary of the senate, re- 
ported a bill in addition to the act making appropriations for 
the civil and diplomatic expenditures of the United States for 
the year 1836; which was read twice, considered as in commit- 
tee of the whole, and ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. Wright asked and obtained leave to introduce a-bill to 
pay in advance the amount of the indemnity under the Freneh 
and Neapolitan treaties; which was read a first time, and or 
dered to be printed. 

Afier a number of private bills had been reported and dispos- 
ed of, and some time spent in considering the report of the 
committee on pensions adverse to the claim of Humphrey 
Marshall, which was | iid on the table, the senate, on motion of 
Mr. King, of Alabama, took up the bill authorising the gover 
norand legislative council of Florida to sell the lands hereto- 
fore reserved for a seminary of learning—which was amended 
so as to limit the extent of the sales to one-half of the land, 
and then ordered to a third reading. 

The senate proceeded to consider the amendment of the 



































































































































272 

















provide for the admission of Arkansas into the union, and con- 
curred therein, 

The senate also concurred in the amendment of the house to 
the bill supplementary to the bill to establish the northern 
boundary line of Ohio. 

On the amendment of the house to the bill to provide for the 
due execution of the laws in the state of Michigan, a motion 
was made by Mr. Buchanan to disagree with the amendment. 
Some discussion being about to ensue, the bill, on motion of 
Mr. Calhoun, was laid on the table. 

An act anthorising the secretary of the treasury to act as 
agent of the United States in all matters relating to their stock 
in mer bank of the United States, was read a third time, and 

assed. 

. The senate procecded to consider the bill to regulate the de- 
posites of the public money. 

The question being on the motion of Mr. Wright to recom- 
mit the bill, all the amendments, and the substitutes reported by 
the committee on finance, to the committee on finance, with 
instructions to report two bills, &e. Mr. Calhoun objected to 
the latter part of this motion as out of order, and referred to the 
manual to sustain his objection. The chair (Mr. King, of Ala- 
bama) taking a different view of the question, the objection 
was not pressed. 

The question was then taken on the motion of Mr. Wright, 
and decided as follows: 

VEAS—Messrs. Benton, Buchanan, Cuthbert, Ewing, of Tl. 
Grundy, Hubbard, King, of Ala. King, of Geo. Linn, Nicholas, 
Niles, Page, Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Shepley, Tallmadge, 
Tipton, Walker, Wall, Wright—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Black, Calhoun, Clay, Crittenden, Davis, 
Ewing, of Ohio, Goldsborough, Hendricks, Kent, Knight, 
Leigh, McKean, Mangum, Moore, Morris, Naudain, Porter, 
Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Southard, Swift, ‘Tomlinson, Web- 
ster, White—25 

Mr. Walker moved toamend the bill by inserting a provi- 
sion that the distribution of the surplus revenne shall be made 
in the ratio of the representative federal apportionment, and 
asked for the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

After a few words from Messrs. Webster, Calhoun, Walker 
nnd Benton, the question was taken on the motion of Mr. Wal- 
ker, and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Meesrs. Benton, Black, Buchanan, Cuthbert. Ew- 
ing, of Il. Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, King, of Ala. King, of 
Geo. Linn, Moore, Nicholas, Page, Porter, Rives, Robinson, 
Ruggles, Shepley, Tipton, Walker, Wall, White—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay, Criitenden, Davis, Ewing, 
of Ohio, Goldsborough, Kent, Knight, Leigh, McKean, Man- 
guin, Morris, Naudain, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Southard, 
Swift, Tallmadge, Tomlinson, Webster, Wright—22. 

Mr. Wall moved soto amend the bill as to provide that there 
shali be one deposile bank in each state; which was agreed to. 

Mr. Wright moved to amend the bill by striking out the 13th 
section, and inserting the 13th and l4th sections of the substi- 
tute which he had originally offered, which provideé for the 
purchase of stocks. On this motion he asked the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered. 

Th? question was taken and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Cuthbert, Rives, Tallmadge, Wright—4. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, 
Crittenden, Davis, Ewing, of Hlinois, Ewing, of Ohio, Golds- 
borough, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, Kent, King, of Alab. 
King, of Georgia, Knight, Linn, McKean, Mangum, Moore, 
Naudain, Nicholas, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Robin- 
eon, Ruggles, Shepley, Southard, Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson, 
Walker, Wall, Webster, White—39. 

Mr. Hendricks moved an amendment which was negatived. 


Mr. Clay moved to strike out the exemption of the amount | 


of one-fourth of the capital of the deposite banks from paying 
interest on the public deposites, and to raise the interest on ali 
the public deposites in the banks from two to four per cent. 
Mr. Clay, after some debate, withdrew his proposition. Mr. 
Benton moved an amendment to substitute ‘loaned to” the 
states, instead of “deposited with.’? His object was to have 
things expressed by their right names. His proposition was ne- 
gatived—yeas 5. Mi. Walker moved an amendment in refer- 


ence to the bank of Mississippi, which was lost— yeas 15, nays 


26. Mr. Wall moved a proposition that the amount of depo- 
sites in each state should be as nearly as practicable in propor- 
tion to the ratio of federal representation, but the motion was 
not sustained. The bill was then reported as amended. 

Mr. Webster moved to strike out the amendment adopted in 
committee, on motion of Mr. Walker, and to insert the provi- 
sion which was stricken out, 

The question was taken, and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Meessrs. Cathoun, Clay, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing, of 
Ohio, Goldsborough, Kent, Knight, Leigh, McKean, Mangum, 
Morris, Nandain, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Ruggles, Southard, 
Swift, Tallmadge, Tomlinson, Webster, Wiight—23. 

NAYS—Messers. Benton, Black, Buchanan, Cathbert, Ewing, 
of fMinois, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, King, of Ala. King, of 
Georgia, Linn, Moore, Nicholas, Niles, Page, Porter, Rives, Ro- 
binson, Shepley, Tipton, Walker, Wall, White—23. 

So the motion was fost, there being a tie. 

Mr. Tipton moved to amend the bill by striking out the 11th 
section, which provides for interest on the deposites, and asked 
for the yeas and nay-=; which were ordered. The motion was 
decided in the negative—yeas 7, nays 39, 


tas eae nat anencree nae ean nema — SS ae — a 
—_ 


Mr. Walker renewed his motion made in committee, to ex- 
empt from interest the deposites in the bank of Mississippi. 
He stated that the constitution of the state would not permit 
her to take the deposites on interest. The motion was nega- 
tived—yeus 21, nays 24. Mr. Black moved to strike out the 
13th and 14th sections of the bill, relating to deposites in the 
state treasury; which was negatived—yeas 7, nays 39. 

The amendments of the commiitee were then all concurred 
in. 

The question on the engrossment of the bill was taken by 
yeas and nays, and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messts. Buchanan, Cathoun, Clay, Crittenden, Da- 
vis, Ewing, of IWinois, Ewing, of Ohio, Goldsborough, Hen- 
dricks, Hubbard, Kent, King, of Alabama, King, of Georgia, 
Knight, Leigh, Linn, McKean, Mangum, Moore, Mortis, Nau- 
dain, Nicholas, Niles, Page, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
Robbins, Robinson, Ruggles, Shepley, Southard, Swift, Tall- 
inadge, Tipton, ‘Tomlinson, Wall, Webster, White—40. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Cuthbert, Grundy, Walker, 
Wright—6. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed. The senate then 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, June 9. (In conclusion.) After Mr. Vinton, who 
was speaking at the date of our Jast abstract, had concluded, 
the debate was continued by Messrs. Hamer, Storer, Hannegan, 
Wise, Huntsman and McKeon. The question was then taken 
on Mr. Finton’s amendment, (see page 255), and rejected, 
Several other amendmeuts offered by Messrs. Love and Robert- 
son Were also rejected. 

Mr. .4dams said that he wanted to offer an amendment, which 
he had not had time to prepare; and he wished a further oppor- 
tunity. His desire was to admit the state of Michigan by a bill 
for that purpose alone, separate from all questions of boundary. 
He believed the people of Michigan had a right to admission, 
but he wanted the question of disputed boundary to be left for 
future adjustment. Mr. Thomas suggested that it would be 
better to let the bill be reported, and offer it in the house. Mr. 
Adams said he would if the screws would not be applied. Mr. 
Thomas said he could make no pledges for the honsej but if 
could make no difference to the question. Mr. Adams said it 
would make a difference, for in committee he could argue the 
propriety of the amendment, without being cut off by the pre- 
vious question. He moved that the committee rise. Mr. Rus- 
sell moved to amend the bill, so as to provide that none but free 
white male citizens should be voters; which was lost. The 
bill was then laid aside, and the bilt for the admission of Arkan- 
sas Was taken up. 

it being now past midnight, it was moved that the committee 
rise—year 17, nays 92—nota quorum. 

Mr. Sevier requested Mr. Phillips to withdraw his motion. 
Mr. Phillips said that if, with a knowledge of the fact thata 
quorum Was not present, he could be persuaded to withdraw 
| his motion, or to refrain from insisting that the chairman rise 
| and report the fact to the house, according to its rules, for the 
purpose of acting upon a bill to ADMIT A STATE INTO THE UNION, 
he should feel himself unworthy of the place he held. 

The committee then rose, aud reported the fact that they 
| Were without a quorum. 


Mr. Reed moved an adjournment, on which question the 
yeas and nays were ordered on motion of Mr. Sevier. At the 
request of Mr. 4dams, the hour (near 1 o’clock, A. M.) was 
noted on the journal. The question was then taken on the 
motion, which was rejected—yeas 24, nays 98. 

There being a quorum, the house again went into committee 
upon the bill for the admission of Arkansas. 

Mr. L. Wiliiams moved to amend the bill, so as to reduce 
the judge’s salary for that district to fifteen hundred dollars. A 
motion was again made that the committee rise, and tae vote 
was, yeas 15, nays 95—not a quorum; and the members having 
been counted, 112 were reported present. Mr Sevier said he 
did not wish to press the bill at that tate hour of the night. 
When the committee had risen, he said, he should be satisfied 
ifthe house would make the bill the special order for to-morrow 
(yesterday) at 10 o’clock. Loud cries of no,no. The commit- 
tee rose, and reported that they were without a quorum. A 
motion was made to adjourn, which was lest. 

A call of the house was ordered, at near half past one o’cloc, 
and was proceeded in, til, at about half past four, 112 meim- 
bers having answered, and several absentees baving been sent 
for, and brought up in custody of the sergeant-at arms, a mo- 
tion to excuse all the absentees prevailed, and the doors were 
opened. 

‘I'he house again went into committee of the whole, and re- 
sumed the consideration of the Arkansas bill. Mr. Adams 
moved to insert a similar provision in the bill, to that included 
in the acts of several of the new states, respecting the emanci- 
pation ofslives. Mr. Adams also moved to amend the bill by 
introducing a clause “that nothing in this act shall be construed 
asan assent by congress to the article in the constitution of 
the said siate in relation to slavery and the emancipation of 
slaves.”? 

This motion was debated at some extent by Messrs. Adams, 
Cushing, Hard and Briges in favor of it, and Mr. Wise: and 
was negilived, at about four o’clock in the morning, by a vote 
tof 98t0 32. Mr. .@dums moved that the committee tise. Lost 
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4410 93. Amendments moved by Mr. 4dams and Mr. Har- 
lan, (the latter of which went to reduce the salaries of the 
judges from $2,000 to $1,500), were rejected. : 

The Arkansas bill was then laid aside, and the committee 
took up the ‘bill supplementary to the bill for the admission of 
Arkansas into the union, and for other purposes.””” Mr. Mason, 
of Virginia, moved that the committee rise, and report the two 
Micingan and Arkansas bills to the house. Alter some confu- 
sion, which arose from a question whether the Michigan ‘bill 
was still open to amendment, Mr. Mason withdrew his motion, 
and Mr. Underwood moved an amendment prescribing certain 
other conditions on which Michigan should be admitted. Lost. 
Mr. Mason, of Virginia, renewed the motion that the commit- 
tee rise, and report the bills to the house. {This was about? 
o’clock.} 

Mr. Slade moved to amend the bill by inserting therein the 
fullowing: 

‘After the words in the first section, ‘that the state of Arkan- 
eas shall be one, and is hereby dectared to be one, of the United 
States of America, and admitted into the union on an equal foot- 
ing with the original states in all respects,’ add, ‘whenever the 
people of said state shall, by a convention, duly elected, expunge 
from its present constitution so much thereof as prohibits the 
general assembly from passing laws for the emancipation of 
slaves without the consent of the owners; and shall also pro- 
vide in and by said constitution that no negro or mulatto, born 
in, or brought into said state after its admission in the union, 
shall be held or transferred as property, or in any way subjected 
to slavery or involuntary servitude, unless in punishment for 
crimes committed against the laws of said state, whereof the 
party accused shall be duly convicted.’ ?? 

Mr. Cave Johnson made a question of order. The Arkansas 
bill having been laid aside, it was not open to amendment. After 
some conversation and considerable confusion, Mr. E. iWhitlle- 
sey appealed to the gentleman from Vermont to withdraw the 
amendment, one of the same tenor having been offered by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. dams), and rejected. 
Mr. Slade declined and addressed the house in support of the 
motion. Mr. Jenifer rose to reply, and proceeded to make 
some general remarks on the subjectof the abolition move- 
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every day, on the arrival of the hour of 10 o’clock?) The chair- 
man said that he should not undertake, in his present place, 
(of chairman of the committee of the whole) to decide any 
question in reference to the duty of the speaker of the house, 
Mr. McKennan then moved that the committee rise, for the 
purpose of deciding im the house that question. Mr. Pickens 
called for the reading of the 105th and 106th rules of the house; 
and they were read as follows: 

“The rules of proceedings in the house shall be observed in 
a committee of the whole house, so far as they may be ap- 
plicable, except the rule limiting the time of speaking; but no 
member shall speak twice to any question, until every mem- 
ber choosing to speak shall have spoken. 

**No standing rule or order of the house shall be rescinded or 
changed without one day’s notice being given of the motion 
therefor. Nor shall any rule be suspended, except by a vote of 
at least two-thirds of the members present. Nor shall the order 
of business, as established by the rules of the house, be post- 
poned or changed, except by a vote of at least two-thirds of the 
members present.?? 

Mr. Bell said he did not know, nor was it material to what 
le rase to say, what object could be accomplished by prolong- 
ing the present sitting: but it was in his opinion, the duty of 
the committee to rise, in order to decide the question of order 
now raised, A majority of the committee might indeed oblige 
the committee Lo continue in session; but they would do it in 
defiance of the express rules of the house. There was no al- 
ternative in the present case, under the rules, but for the com- 
mittee to rise. It would be in the power of the majority, 
when in the house, to direct the continuation of the discus- 
sion; to which, for his part, (Mr. B. said), he should not ob- 
ject. But he begged of gentlemen to respect not the parlia- 
mentary law, but the positive written rules of the house. 

Mr. Glascock said that there had in the present case been 
no adjournment from yesterday’s sitting; and that the practice 
of courts of justice in similar cases would be a proper rule for 
this house, viz: thatthe day’s sitting should be considered to 
extend to the time of adjournment. The principle contended 
for by gentlemen could not apply in the present case, because 


| there had been no adjournment. Mr. Mason, of Virginia, sug- 


ments, when he was called to order by Mr. Bynum and others, | 
on the ground that his remarks were irrelevant. After some | 


words between Messrs. Jenifer and Bynum, the motion of Mr. 
Slade was rejected. 

Mr. Wise then rose and addressed the house, at length, in 
opposition to the course of the majority, in pressing this ques- 
tion upon a house, sleepy, tired and drunk. He was opposed 
to the motion that the committee report the bills, and said he 
would speak till 10 o’clock, when the house would be under the 
necessity of dropping the subject, as it was not a special order 
for Friday. Mr. Wise several times gave way to motions that 
the committee rise, which were lost, withoutacount. At half 
past nine, Mr. Wise having yielded the floor, Mr. McKennan 
siggested that, as the members were much exhausted, the com- 
mittee should rise with the understanding that the house should 
then adjourn till to-morrow, when the gentleman from Virginia 
would resume his remarks. Mr. Wise said that it was trne 
that he was in an unfit condition to continue his remarks; but 
it was near ten o’clock, and he had it in his power to have his 
will over this subject, and, so help him God, he would perse- 
vere, ifltie died by it. Mr. Wise proceeded in his remarks till 
ten o'clock. Mr. Chambers, of Kentucky, then rose, Mr. Wise 
having temporarily yielded the floor, and called upon the chair 
to decide whether the committee could continue toe sit, it now 
being ten o’elock, the hour assigued by the rutes for the house 
to meet, and the speaker to take the chair. Mr. Wise said he 
would ask of the sergeant-at-arms, where now is the SPEAKER 
of the house? “In his room,’’ was answered by some one, 

Mr. Denny called for the reading of the rules of the house re- 
epecting the daily adjournment and meeting of the house. Mr. 





Whittlesey suggested to the chair, whether, in the case of bills 
inade the order of the day for a particular portion of the day, it 
had not been the uniform practice, when the limited time ex- 
pired, for the chairman of the committee to leave the chair, to 
i'low the house to proceed on its other business. Mr. Wise 
Called for the reading of the resolution by which the bills now 
before the committee were made the special order of the day. 

The resolution was read, “making the bill to establish the 
northern boundary of Ohio, and the bills for the admission of 
Michigan aud Arkansas into the union, the special order of the 
lay for Wednesday next, and each day thereafter. Fridays and 
Saturdays excepte-, until the same be disposed of? Mr. Me- 
Kennan catled for the reading of a resolution, passed some 
Weeks ago, (and it was read), providing that, after a certain 
d iy, the daily sittings of the house shall commence at ten o’clock 
inthe morning. Mr. Whittlesey called for the reading of one 
of the standing rnles of the house, and it was read as follows: 

“Touching the duties of the speaker. We shall take the chair 
every day precisely at the hour to which the house shall have 
adjourned on the preceding day; shall immediately eall the 
members to order; and, on the appearance of a quorum, shall 
Canse the journal of the preeeding day to be read. 

Mr. Love said he would, with permission of the chair, ask 
the question, whether, if the committee refused to rise, and sat 
On Until to-morrow, the members of this house wonld be con- 
Sidered as entitled to pay for two day’s or for one day’s service? 
Mr. McKennan asked of the chair, as a question of order, 





Whether it was not the duty of the speaker to take the chair 


gested, as a mode of freeing the house from its present embar- 
rassment, that the committee should now rise, and let these 
bills be made the special order for to-day; so that they would 
come up again asa matter of course, on the house resuming 
its silting afteran adjournment. 

The question was taken on the motion which had been made 
for the committee to rise, and determined in the negative. 

Mr. Wise then resumed the thread of his remarks on the bill, 
and concluded at a litthe after eleven o’clock. When Mr. 
McKennan obtained the floor. The members of the house 
were, he said, evidently all worn out by this protracted sitting; 
inany had not slept, and others had not broken their fast. All 
had need of repose. We hare, (said he), fought the bill man- 
fully, and done our best to stave off the decision upon it. My 
friend from Virginia, (especially) has fought it hard and long, 
and has, in fact, verified the old adage, a lean dog, for a long 
chase. I hope, sir, the committee will rise, and report the bills, 
and that we shall adjourn over till to-morrow. Mr. McK, 
made a motion to this effect. 

The motion was carried. The committee rose and reported 
the two bills,and the house then adjourned over to meet on 
Saturday, at the usual hour (10 o’clock.) 

[We are requested to state that Mr. Peyton, who was not in 
his seat during the call of the house, last night, was detained 
therefrom, as he has been for most of the time for two or three 
weeks, by indisposition. Nat. Int.] 

Suturday, June 11. During the reading of the journal, some 
disturbance was made by two individuals within the precincts 
of the house. Cries of ‘order!’ ‘‘order!?? were heard from 
every quarter, and the speaker commanded the sergeant-at-arms 
to preserve order. On motion of a member, the party, who 
appeared to be the assailant, was taken into custody, and after 
some explanations from Messrs. Granger, Connor and others, 
the other party was also ordered to be arrested. ‘The clerk 
proceeded to read the journal, when Mr. Adams moved to 
amend itby correcting its statement us to the excuse made by 
Mr. Hawes, at the last setting for his temporary absence from 
the house. This motion gave rise to some discussion, during 
which the previous question was called and taken and Mr, 
Adams? motion lost—yeas 32—nays 133. An amendment was 
then made by general consent, on motion of Mr. Mercer. The 
reading of the journal having been concluded, 

Mr. Judson offered the following resolution on the subject: 

‘*Resolved, That a select committee be appointed to consist 
of five members, whose duty it shall be forthwith to inquire 
into an assault committed within the hall of the house of re- 
presentatives this morning, while the house were in session, 
for and on account of which two persons are now in custody 
of the sergeant-at-arms, and said committee are to make their 
report to this house, and be authorised to administer oaths, and 
cause the attendance of witnesses.’? 

Some discussion took place on this proposition, in which 
Messrs. dams, Bell, Mann, of N. Y. Vanderpoel, Miller, C, 
Ailan, Craig and Bouldin took part. 

In the course of the discussion, Mr. Bell, moved the follow- 
ing resolution as a substitute for that under consideration: 

Resolved, That the two reporters, Henry G. Wheeler and 
Robert Codd, who are now in the custody of the sergeant-at- 
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arms, upon a charge of disorderly conduct, in the presence of 
the house, be delivered over to the civil authorities, to be dealt 
with according to law. 

Resolved, That, in adopting the preceding resolution, the 
house are not influenced by an opinion of any deficiency of 
authority in the house to punish for disorderly conduct com- 
mitted in their presence. 

Mr. Bell explained his object to be to get rid of the difficulty 
without waving the authority of the house in such cases, after 
which Mr. Heister called the previous question, which call 
was sustained, and then Mr. Judson’s resolution was adopted 
without a count. 

_ The following members were appointed as the select com- 
mittee: Messrs. Judson, Bell, Williams, of N.C. Mann, of N. Y. 
Mason, of Va. . 

On motion of Mr. Wardwell, the rules were suspended for 
the purpose of appropriating the rest of the day to the conside- 
ration of the bills reported from the committees of revolu- 
tionary and invalid pensions. 

The house went into committee of the whole (Mr. Craig in 
the chair) on the whole bills. 

The bill extending the provisions of the act entitled ‘‘an act 
supplementary to the act for the relief of certain surviving 
officers and soldiers of the revolution,’? was first taken up. 
Some time was spent in its consideration and the bill finished 
and laid aside. 

Mr. Judson, from the select committee on the subject of the 
disturbance which occurred in the house this morning, made a 
report in part, concluding with the following resolution: 

** Resolved, That Robert Codd, having done no act in violation 
of the privilege or order of the house, be forthwith discharged 
from custody.’’ 

The motion was agreed to. 

It was suggested that, in order to justify the detention of the 
other person, the speaker should issue a warrant. 

The speaker said he considered it necessary to have the au- 
thority of the house for issuing a warrant. 

Mr. Mason, of Virginia, moved that the speaker be authoris- 
ed to issue his warrant to the sergeant-at-arms for the arrest 
and detention of Henry G. Wheeler, for a contempt and breach 
of privilege of the house by committing an assault on the body 
of Robert Codd, in the presence of the house; which motion 
was agreed to. 

Two resolutions, of a private character, were then received 
by common consent, after which the house adjourned. 


Monday, June 13. The pension bills ordered to be engrossed 
on Saturday were severally read a third time and passed. 
Some business of minor importance, which will be noticed in 
its further progress, Was next transacted, after which the house 
took up the northern boundary of Ohio and to provide for the 
admission of Michigan into the union. 

Mr. Vinton then renewed the motion made by him unsuc- 
cessfully in committee of the whole and called for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered, when the amendment was negativ- 
ed by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Heman Allen, Ashley, Bailey, Bond, Boon, 
Bunch, John Calhoon, W. B. Calhoun, Campbell, Carr, Carter, 
G. Chambers, J. Chambers, Childs, N. H. Claiborne, Clark, 
Corwin, Crane, Darlington, Deberry, Denny, Evans, Everett, 
Philo C. Fuller, Rice Garland, Granger, Graves, Grayson, 
Grennell, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hard, Hardin, Harlan, Harper, 
Hazeltine, Heister, Hoar, Howell, Hunt, Ingersot!l, W. Jack- 
son, Janes,Henry Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Kinnard, Lane, 
Lawrence, Lay, Luke Lea, Lincoln, Love, Lucas, Sampson 
Mason, Maury, McCarty, McKennan, McLene, Mercer, Milli- 

an, Morris, J. A. Pearce, Pettigrew, Phillips, Pinckney, Reed, 
Russell, W.B. Shepard, A. H. Shepperd, Shields, Slade, Span- 
gier, Standefer, Stecle, Storer, Taliaferro, Underwood, Vinton, 
Washington, E. Whittlesey, Lewis Williams—81. 

NAYS—Messra. John Q. Adams, C. Allen, Anthony, Ash, 
Barton, Bean, Beaumont, Bockee, Borden, Bouldin, Bovee, 
Boyd, Briggs, Brown, Buchanan, Burns, Camnbreleng, Casey, 
Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, J. F. H. Claiborne, Coles, Connor, 
Craig, Cramer, Cushman, Dickerson, Dickson, Doubleday, 
Dromgoole, Effner, Fairfield, Farlin, Fowler French, Pry, W. 
K. Fuller, Galbraith, J. Garland, Gillet, Glasscock, Grantland, 
Haley, Joseph Hall, Hamer, Hannegan, Samuel 8S. Harrison, 
Albert G. Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Henderson, Hol- 
sey, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Huntington, Huntsman,tngham, 
Jabez Jackson, Jarvis, Joseph Johnson, R. M. Johnson, C. John- 
son, John W. Jones, Kilgore, Lansing, Laporte, Gideon Lee, J. 
Lee, Leonard, Lewis, Logan, Loyall, Lyon, Job Mann, Martin, 
J. Y. Mason, W. Mason, M. Mason, May, McComas, McKay, 
McKeon, McKim, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Muh- 
lenberg, Owens, Page, Parker, Parks, Patterson, Patton, F. 
Pierce, Dutee J. Pearce, Phelps, Potts, John Reynolds, Jos. Rey- 
nolds, Ripley, Roane, Robertson, Seymour, Shinn, Sickles, 
Smith, Speight, Sutherland, Taylor, Thomas, John Thomson, 
Toucey, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, 
Webster, Weeks, White, T. T’. Whittlesey, Sherrod Williams 
—126. 

Mr. Adams moved to amend the bill by.striking out the let, 
2d and 3d sections. and inserting as a substitute certain provi- 
sione reserving to Michigan the rights and limits secured to the 
territory by the ordinance of 1787, and addressed the house for 
three hours in opposition to the boundary as described in the 
bill. He examined the provisions of the ordinance of 1787, 
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IHinois, Indiana and Ohio, with that of the territories north of 
those states, definitively and forever; and that the several 
boundaries could not be altered, unless by the common consent 
of congress, the states and territories interested and the state of 
Virginia. He contended that the bill before the house altered 
the boundary between Michigan and Ohio, to the injury of the 
former state, and in violation of the original compact. 

When Mr. dams had concluded his remarks, several gentle- 
men addressed the chair, and the floor was obtained by Mr, 
Cushman, who said, that, believing the previous question to be 
one of the most salutary rules of the house, and believing this 
to be a fit occasion for its application, he now moved it. Mr, 
Aidams remarked that he hoped the yeas and nays would be 
taken on his motion to amend. Mr. Vanderpoel moved a cal| 
of the house, and thereupon asked the yeas and nays, which 
were taken; and the motion was agreed to—yeas 109, nays 43, 
The call was commenced, and proceeded in for some time, 
when, on motion of Mr. Huntsman, all further proceeding i, 
the call was dispensed with. The previous question was then 
seconded, and the main question was put on ordering the bill 
to athird reading, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 153, nays 
45. 

The bill to provide for the admission of Arkansas into the 
union was taken up, and the question being on ordering it toa 
third reading, 

Mr. Mann, of New York, asked the veas and nays, and they 
were ordered. 


Mr. Adams offered an amendment to the bill providing that 
Arkansas should be admitted upon the express condition that 
the state should not interfere with the disposal of the public 
lands, nor impose any tax upon them, and also providing some 
restriction in relation to slavery and the emancipation of slaves; 
which amendment being read, Mr. JWilliams, of Kentucky, 
moved the previous question. Mr. Adams claimed the floor, 
not having yielded it to any one, and the chair gave him the 
floor. Mr. Williams, of Kentucky, insisted upon his right to 
the floor, and the chair decided that he was entitled to it, if he 
insisted upon the claim. Mr. .4dams appealed from this deci- 
sion, and stated that, baving offered an amendment, and retain- 
ing the floor, he waited for the reading of the amendment in 
order to address the house. Mr. Phillips expressed an opinion 
that Mr. Adams was entitled to the floor. Mr. Bouldin, alter 
some remarks in reply, moved the previous question on the 
appeal, which being seconded and the main question being or 
dered, it Was put as follows: 

**Shall the decision of the chair stand as the judgment of the 
house??? and it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 97, nays 
87. 

The question recurring on the motion for the previous ques- 
tion, on ordering the bill to a third reading, it was seconded, 
and the yeas and nays were ordered on the main question, and 
being taken, it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 127, nays 
67. 

Mr. Reed asked the yeas and nays on the main question, and 
it being taken, it was decided in the affirmative, yeas 147, nays 
52. It was then ordered that the bill be read a third time this 
day. The Michigan bill was then read a third time. Mr. Van- 
derpoel moved the previous question on the passage of the bill, 
and it was seconded. The main question was ordered to 
be put, and the bill was passed. The Arkansas bill was then 
read athirdtime. Mr. Huntsman moved the previous question 
on the passage of the bill, which was seconded, and the main 
question was ordered to be put. Mr. Heman Allen asked thie 
yeas and nays, which were ordered. The bill was then passed, 
yeas 143, nays 50. On motion of Mr. Connor, the house, ata 
quarter after six, adjourned. 

Tuesday, June 14. On motion of Mr.Haynes the house sus- 
pended the rules for the purpose of taking up and considering 
the joint resolution from the senate fixing a day of adjourn 
ment of the present congress. [The joint resolution specifics 
the 23d of May as the day of adjournment. ] 

Mr. Haynes moved to strike out the 23d of May and inser! 
the 27th of June. Mr. Mann, of N. Y. moved the 4th of July. 
These motions to amend gave rise to a desultory debate and 10 
many other motions. Finally the question was taken on the 
motion to amend by striking out the 23d of May, and inserting 
the 4th day of July, which was agreed to without a count, and 
the joint resolution, as amended, was agreed to, and sent lt? 
the senate for concurrence in the amendment. 

Mr. Judson, by general consent, presented the report of the 
select committee of privilege, in the ease of an assault recently 
committed within the hall, in the presence of the house, which, 
without reading, was laid on the table, and ordered to be prin' 
ed. 

The bill from the senate supplementary to the act for the es 
tablishment of the northern boundary line of Ohio, and to pre 
vide for the admission of Arkansas into the union, &c. W's 
read twice, and committed to a committee of the whole on tlie 
state of the union. 

On motion of Mr. Sevier, the house resolved itself into 
committee of the whole on the state of the union, (Mr. Pierce, 
of New Hampshire, in the chair), and took up for consideratio" 
the bill from the senate “supplementary to the act for the ad 
mission of Arkansas into the union, and to provide forthe due 
execution of the laws of the United States within the same, 
and for other purposes.”’ 

The bill having been read through, Mr. Vinton moved 1° 
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of Indians certain rights reserved to them under a treaty with 
the United States. 

Mr. Vinton spoke at some length in support of this motion. 
A debate followed, in which Messrs. Sevier, Parker, Love, 
Patton, Cushing, Cambreleng, Howard, Huntsman, Everett, 
Standefer, McKay, Toucey and Chambers, of Pa. took part; 
after which, Mr. Vinton withdrew the amendment. The bill 
was amended, on motion of Mr. Vinton, and laid aside. The 
bill supplementary to the act for the admission of Michigan 
was taken up. After some remarks from Messrs. Vinton, Gar- 
land, of La. Sevier, Robertson, Lane and Huntsman, 

Mr. Robertson moved to amend the bill by inserting a proviso 
repealing 80 much of the act to which the bill is supplementary 
as sanctions the late election of senators and representatives 
in congress from Michigan, and providing that a new election 
shall be held. Lost,53to77. The bill was then laid aside, 
and the committee took up the bill to provide for the due exe- 
cution of the laws of the United States in Michigan, and for 
other purposes. 

Mr. Lane moved to amend the bill so as to provide that the 
salary of the district judge shall be 1,500 dollars, instead of 2,000, 
as proposed in the bill; and that the like salary be allowed to 
the district judges of Ohio, Iinois, Indiana and Missouri. 
Aftersome remarks from Messrs. Lane, J’oucey and E. Whit- 
tlesey, the motion was lost. 

Mr. Hardin moved to reduce the salary of the district judge 
from 2,000 to 1,500 dollars; which was agreed to. The com- 
mittee then rose, and reported the above bills, as amended, and 
the amendments were severally concurred in, with the excep- 
tion of the amendment of Mr. Robertson to the supplementary 
Michigan bill, which was non-concurred in. Mr. Toucey 
moved an amendment to the supplementary Michigan bill, di- 
recting the manner in which the school lands shall be located. 

After some remarks from Messrs... Toucey, E. Whittlesey, 
Storer and Vinton, the motion of Mr. Toucey was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. E. Whittlesey, an amendment was adopted, 
securing the rights of those persons who bought school lands. 
The several amendments were ordered to be engrossed, and 
the bills to be read a third time. 

After an ineffectual attempt to induce the house to set anart 
Monday next for the consideration of the light house bill, &ce. 
on motion of Mr Speight it adjourned. 


Wednesday, June 15. Mr. Adams moved to ameni the state- 
ment made in the journal of Monday’s proceedings in relation 
to his claiming the flooron that day, afier Mr. Williams, of Ky. 
had moved tlhe previous question. Mr. A. contended that the 
statement did not give correctly the ground upon whieh he 
claimed the floor. After some conversation which occupied 
the house nearly an hour, the previous question was called 
and seconded, and the question being taken, Mr. Adams’ mo- 
tion was rejected—yeas 5l,nays 110. # 

Several bills were reported, severally read twice and com- 
mitted. Mr. Whittlesey made unfavorable reports upon a large 
number of cases referred to the committee on claims. Some 
private and unimportant business consumed the remainder of 
the hour. 

The bills from the senate supplementary to the bills for the 
admission of Michigan and Arkansas into the union were read 
athird time, and passed. 

The bill from the senate to provide for the execution of the 
laws of the United States in Michigan was read a third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. Mann, of New York, moved that the house do now take 
up the senate bill to settle and establish the northern boundary 
line of Ohio; which was agreed to. 

The bill was then taken up, and gave rise to a discussion 
between Messrs. Adams, Mann, Craig and E. Whittlesey. The 
question being on ordering the bill to a third reading, after 
some remarks from Messrs. Huntsman and Bouldin—Mr. Mil- 
ler called the previous question, which was sustained; and the 
Main question being taken, it was decided in the aflirmative— 
yeas 122, nays 42. 

The bill was ordered to be read a third time to-day. 

The question being now on the passage of the bill, the debate 
Was renewed—during which Mr. Reynolds moved the previous 
a When it appeared that there was not a quorum pre- 

Mr. Chapin moved a eall of the house, which was agreed to; 

ut during the call the further proceedings were dispensed with. 

the previous question was,then seconded, and the main ques- 
tion was taken and the bill passed. 


The bill making appropriations for fortifications for the year 
6, reported to the house with amendments, was taken up 
Consideration. 
_ The question being stated on concurring in the amendment 
increasing the appropriation for the fortifications in Charleston 
harbor to $200,000, some debate followed, in which Messrs. 
Hardin, Pinckney, Cambreleng, Parker, Grayson and Hall, of 
Vermont, &c. &c. when on motion of Mr. Maury, the house, 
Witheut taking any question, at about 8 o’clock adjourned. 
od {In the course of the day, the bill from the senate entitled 
anactto provide for the due execution of the laws of the 
Inited States within the state of Michigan,’?? was read the 
third time, wien a motion was made by Mr. Bond that the 
vote of yesterday, by which the said bill was ordered to a third 


reading, be reconsidered. The question being put, it passed in 
the affirmative, 
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The said bill having been amended in the committee of the 
whole yesterday, but by mistake the amendment not having 
been entered on the proceedings of that day, the said amend- 
ment, reducing the salary of the district judge to $1,500, was 
taken up, read, confirmed and agreed to. And, on motion of 
Mr. Bond, the said bill was then further amended by adding 
to it the following proviso: ‘Provided, however, that this act 
shafl not take effect until the state of Michigan shall be ad- 
mitted into the union, according to the provisions of the act 
entitled ‘fan act to establish the northern boundary line of the 
state of Ohio, and to provide for the admission of the state of 
Michigan into the union on certain conditions.’?? And thus 
amended the bill passed.] 


Thursday, June 16. The house having refused to suspend 
the rules to permit Mr. Dickerson to offer certain proceedings 
of numerous public meetings held at Fort Gibson on the subject 
of the acknowledgment by congress of the independence of 
Texas, on motion of Mr. Judson it proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the report of the select committee on the subjoct of the 
assault committed by Henry G. Wheeler, in the hall of the 
house of representatives on Saturday last. The report con- 
cludes with the following resolutions: 

1. Resolved, That Henry G. Wheeler has been guilty of a 
contempt and breach of the privileges of this house, by con- 
mitting the said assault in the hall of the house of representa- 
tives, while the house was in session. 

2. Resolved, That the said Henry G. Wheeler shall be ex- 
cluded from any place on the floor or elsewhere in the hall, as 
a stenographer, to take down the debates of this house. 

3. Resolved, That the said Henry G. Wheeler be securely 
imprisoned by the sergeant-at-artns of this house for the re- 
mainder of this session; and that the speaker of this house do 
issue his warrant to carry into effect this resolution, 

Mr. Hawes moved to amend the resolution by striking out all 
after the word “resolved”? in the first resolution and inserting 
‘that Henry G. Wheeler be discharged from the custody of the 
officers of the house.”? 


After some suggestions from Messrs. Adams, Evans and Ha- 


| mer, Mr. Hawes modified his motion so as to offer his amend- 


ment as a substitute for the third resolution. Mr. Mason, of 
Virginia, called for a division of the question; which was or- 
dered. On motion of Mr. Heister, Henry G. Wheeler was then 
brought to the bar ofthe house. Mr. Craig moved that the in- 
terrogatory, ‘Sif he had any thing to say why the resolution 
should not be passed??? should be put to the accused by the 
speaker. A few words of discussion upon the propriety of put- 
ting the question ensued, when Mr. Chambers, of Kentucky, 
said he would end it, by saying, at the request of Mr. Wheeler, 
that he bad nothing farther to say than is contained in the re- 
port. 


The question upon the first resolution having been put, Mr. 
Robertson moved to amend it by striking out the whole,.and in- 
serting, ‘that H. G. Wheeler be discharged from the custody of 
the sergeant-at-arms, and be.excluded from the hall of the 
house during the residue of the session, for an indignity to the 
house;?? which motion, after some remarks, was withdrawn, 
and the first resolution was agreed to, withont a division. 

The question being upon the second resolution, it was 
amended on motion of Mr. Judson, chairman of the select com- 
mittee, by adding at the end thercof the words “during the re- 
sidue of the session,’? and was also agreed to. The question 
then being on the third resolution, the amendment offered by Mr. 
Hawes, as above given, was adopted—yeas 123, nays 31; and 
the resolution, as amended, was agreed to, 


The speaker then directed the sergeant-at-arms to discharge 
Henry G. Wheeler from custody, and the house proceeded to 
the orders of the day, and took up the bill from the senate en- 
titled ‘fan act to appropriate for a limited time, the proceeds of 
the sales of public lands of the United States and for granting 
lands to certain states,’? which occupied its auention till the 
expiration of the hour. 

The house then in pursuance of the special order of the 
26th of January, resumed the consideration of the bill making 
appropriations for certain fortifications of the United States for 
the year 1836—and having rejected the amendment reported 
from the committee of the whole, increasing the appropriations 
for forts in the harbor of Charleston, S. C. and also a motion to 
reconsider the vote by which that amendment was rejected, 
the rules were suspended to permit Mr. Speight to offer a reso- 
lution that the house take a recess this day and each day here- 
after from half past two o’clock till four—which resolution was 
agreed to, ayes 114. 

In the evening session the fortificaton bill was again consi- 
dered, and had not been disposed of, when the last messenger 
from the office of the Intelligencer lefi the capitol. 

[On Saturday last, Mr. Judson, from the select committee 
appointed under a resolution of the house of representatives to 
inquire into an assault committed within the hall of the house 
of representatives, on the morning of the lth of June, 1836, 
while the house was in session, reported, in part, that Robert 
Jodd, one of the persons arrested by the order of the house, 
has done no act which calls for either censure or punishment 
on the part of the house. The committee therefore recom- 
mend the adoption of the following resolution: 

*‘ Resolved, That Robert Codd, now under arrest, and in cus- 
tody of the sergeant-at-arnis, be and he is hereby discharged.”’ 
Which resolution was agreed to.] 
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LAW CASES. 

Three day’s grace. Many banks, both in this state and else- 
where, have immemorially followed the practice, in discounting 
notes of charging interest for four days more than the time 
specified on the face of the instrument. This was done by al- 
Jowing three day’s grace, and by counting both the day on which 
the note was drawn and that on which it fell due. Ja the case 
of McNeely, asignee of the state bank at Trenton, vs. the heirs 
of Drake, this point was raised by the counsel for the defen- 
dants; and the supreme court decided that the practice was an 
usurious One, and vitiated all contracts it entered iato. In 
other words, that it is usury to estimate both the day of the 
date, and of the maturity, in discounting a note or bill. 

Another point raised by the counsel in the same case, says 
the Trenton Emporium, was, that the practice of taking dis- 
count out of notes drawn at ninety days, as though they were 
drawn at three months, or one fourth of a year, was also usnri- 
ous. Although no express opinion was given by the court on 
this point, a sufficient intimation fell from two of ihe justices 
to put the community on their guard following this custom. 

The court determined, in the case before them, that the 
usury not having been between the parties in court, the verdict 
fur the plaintiff must be sustained. [Newark Advertiser. 


Law of the road. An action of trespass on the case, brought 
by Eliza Wilson vs. the Rockland manufacturing company, was 
tried in the superior court of Newcastle county, Delaware, re- 
cently, under the following circumstances: Miss Wilson was 
riding in a gig with her brother on the Kennet turnpike road 
near Wilmington, on the right summer road; as they were 
passing, they were met by a Dearborn wagon belonging to the 
company, and driven by a person in its regular employment. 
The dearborn, from the negligence of its driver, ran against the 
gig, by which the plaintiff was thrown out of it, and consider- 
ably hurt, and the horse ran away with the gig. The Rockland 
eompany is an incorporated manufacturing company on the 
Brandywine. ‘The case was argued by Edward W. Gilpin and 
Richard H. Bayard, esqs. for the plaintiff and James A. Bayard, 
esq. for the defendants. The facts being fully proved, the court 
charged the jury that the action was good against the corpora- 
tion, which was liable for the negligence of its servants or 
agents, under such circumstances, and that it was immaterial 
whether such servant was appointed by deed or sealed instru- 
ment or Otherwise. The jury brought in a verdict for the plain- 
tiff; damages $150. 





In the circuit court— United States vs. 4. M. Laub. The de- 
fendant in this action, who most of our readers remember, was 
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n disbursing clerk in the treasury department, up to the time of | 


its being destroyed by fire, on the 3d of April, 1833, was sued 
by the government, for a deficit in his accounts of eleven 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-five dollars eighty-six cents, 
We cannot pretend to give even an outline of the evidence, 
arguments of counsel, decisions of the court or their instruc- 
tions to the jury, in this very intricate and important case, 
which occupied four days. We notice the case principally for 
the purpose of stating, that in the course of the trial it was 
stated by the defendant’s counsel for the United States, that, 
the foul and cruel suspicion under which the defendant rested 
for nearly three years of having been concerned in causing that 
dreadful conflagration, for the purpose of destroying the proofs 
of his delinquences, was totally unfounded, evidence having 
been lately discovered, which goes to implicate another person, 
who would in due time be tried for that henious offence. 

We are sure that the defendant’s friends, who are highly re- 
epectable, as well as the friends of innocence generally, will re- 
joice atthese public declarations made in favor of Mr. A. M. 
Laub in open court. The fact cannot be too generally made 
known as an act of justice toa man who has been cruelly injured 
in public opinion. The jury afier retiring about an hour, return- 
ed into court, on last Thursday evening, with a verdict for the 
defendant, Its understood that the only difficulty in the case 
was occasioned by the loss of Mr. Laub’s vonechers which were 
proved to have béen destroyed in the burning of the treasury 
office. No doubt, however, was entertainéd that Mr. Laub had 
supplied all the proof on his part that could be required under 
such circumstances, [ Georgetown Metropolitan. 


TIinportant decision. The court of appeals on Friday granted 
a motion for a new trial,in the case of Charles Jarvis, vs. H. L. 
Pinckney and Wm. K. Knight. The action was brought by 
Plaintiff, a3 salvor in possession, to recover damages, in behalf 
of himself and all concerned, for the destruction, under the 
order of the city council of Charleston, of the cargo of the brig 
Amelia, wrecked on Folly Istand,in Nov. 1831. ‘The principal 
ground of defence was that the council had aright to destroy 
the cargo in question, to prevent the extension of Asiatic 
cholera to the city, that disease having broken out and raged to 
a fearful extent among the crew and passengers of the wrecked 
vessel. The jury below had rendered a verdict of $136 for the 
plaintiff as a compensation for his individual loss on the occa- 
sion. The court of appeals, however, decided, that the plain- 
tiff is entitled to recover damages, in behalf of all concerned 
as well owners as salvors, for the destruction of the portion of 
the cargo saved from the wreck and landed on the beaeh of the 
Island, and accordingly ordered a new trial on the graund of 
inadequate damages. [ Charleston Cour. 
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fugitives from Indian hostilities in the states of Alabama and 

Georgia. . 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MAY 25, 1836, 

The joint resolution fromthe senate authorising the presi. 
dent of the United States to cause rations to be distributed to 
suffering fugitives from Indian hostilities in Alabama and Geor- 
gia, being under debate— 

Mr. Adams asked that the resolution should be read; it was 
accordingly read, and was as follows: 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the U, 
States of America in congress assembled, ‘hat the president of 
the United States be authorised to cause rations to be delivered 
from the public stores to the unfortunate sufferers, who are un- 
able to provide for themselves, and who have been driven 
from their homes by Indian depredations, in Alabama and Geor- 
gia, until they can be re-established in their possessions, or so 
long as the president shall consider it necessary. 

Mr. Adams, after observing that there was no appropriation 
annexed to the resolution, which, if there had been, the resolu- 
tion must, by the constitution of the United States, have been 
tnade to assume the form of a bill, proceeded to address the 
chairman of the committee of the whole on the state of the 
union, in substance, as follows: 

Mr. Chairman: There is no appropriation annexed to this re- 
solution. We are called to vote upon it without knowing how 
deep it will dive into the public purse. We have no estimate 
from any executive department; no statement of the numbers 
of the distressed and unfortunate persons whom we are called 
upon to relieve, not with our own moneys, but with the mo- 
neys of our constituents. By an exception to the ordinary 
rules of the house, especially established to guard the public 
treasury against the danger of rash and inconsiderate expendi- 
tures, We are to drive this resolution through all its stages ina 
single day. And it is, I believe, the first example of a system 
of gratuitous donations to our own countrymen, infinitely more 
formidable by its consequences as a precedent, than from any 
thing appearing upon its face. I shall, nevertheless, vote for 
it. But answerable to my constituents, as [am in this as in 
all other cases for voting away their money, [ seek for a princi- 
ple which may justify me, to their judgment and my own, in 
this lavish disposal of the public funds. 

It is but one, sir, of a class of legislative enactments now 
upon the pages of our statute book, introduced first, I believe 
during the present session of congress; but with which we are 


/already becoming familiar, and which I greatly fear will, ere 


long, grow voluminous. I shall take the liberty to denominate 
them the scalping knife and tomahawk laws. They are all urged 
through by the terror of those instruments of death, under the 


|most affecting and pathetic appeais from the constituents of 


the sufferers, to all the tender and benevolent sympathies of 
our nature. Itis impossible for me to withhold from those ap- 
peals a responsive and yielding voice. I have voted for all 
those bills devoting million after million from the public chest, 
for the relief and defence of these the suffering fellow citizens 
of my constituents. I will vote for this resolution. | will vote 
again and again for drafts from the treasury for the same pur- 
pose, should they become necessary, till the treasury it-e!l 
shall be drained; but, for so doing, I must seek for a principle 
which may be satisfactory, first, to my own mind, and second- 
ly, to my constituents. 

And here, sir, the gentlemen who call upon us for these 
bountiful contributions from the public treasure, are compelled 
to resort to that common defence and general welfare declare 
by the constitution of the U. States to be among the purposes for 
which the constitution itself was ordained by the people. [I ad- 
mit theirclaim. There are, indeed, two grounds upon which 
some of them think their claim sustainable. One of them pro 
duces precedent for this exercise of power, and yet disclaims 
the authority of the precedent itself. You have already, by a 
resolution in the same words with those of the resolution now 
before this committee, extended this same relief to the inhabi- 
tants of Florida. But Florida is one of your territories, and 
you are under obligations of protection more comprehensive to 
its inhabitants than those which bind you to the people of the 
states. These receive and are entitled to the protection of 
their state government, and you are bound to extend that spe- 
cies of protection to the inhabitants of the territories, besides 
the protection ‘which the inhabitants of the several states are 
entitled to, as members of the great confederation. ‘The pre- 
cedent, therefore, of the resolution of relief to the inhabitants 
of Florida, does not cover the case. We are reminded, howev- 
er, that some twenty years or more ago, the people of Carac- 
cas were visited at once with a tremendous earthquake, will 
famine, and with the still more heavy misfortune of a civil 
war. The convulsions of nature by earthquakes, the ravages 
of famine, and the raging passions of man in the desolations of 
civil war, are as destructive to human life, and as calamitous 
to multitudes whom they do not absolutely destroy as the to- 
mahawk and scalping knife. But whatever may have been 
the motives or the justifying authority of congress, more than 
twenty years ago, for appropriating any portion of the public 
moneys to the relief of the inhabitants of Caraccas, it could not 
establish the principle that congress have the constitutional 
power to appropriate money for the relief of all human suffer- 
ing, whether by earthquake, famine, civil war, or Indian fero- 
city. And the gentleman from Alabama himself, who so at 
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dently urges the adoption of this resolution, tells you that he 
should have voted against that measure of relief to the wretch- 
ed sufferers in Caraccas. Mere commiseration, though one of 
the most amiable impulses of our nature, gives us no power to 
drain the treasury of the people for the relief of the suffering 
object. You must, therefore, seek another, an additional 
source of power, for authority to pass this resolution; and 
where will you, where can you, find it butin the war power, 
and its limitation, not its enlargement, in that very declaration 
of the transcendent purposes for which the people of the Unit- 
ed States ordained their constitution—the common defence and 

eneral welfare. Step one hair’s breadth out of the circle 
pounding the true intent and meaning of these words, and you 
have no more authority to pass this resolution, than you have, 
by an act of congress, to saddle the people of the United States 
with the insupportable burden of the whole system of the poor 
jaws of England. — 

Sir, in the authority given to congress by the constitution of 
the United States to declare war, all the powers incidental to 
war are, by necessary implication, conferred upon the govern- 
ment of the United States. Now, the powers incidental to war, 
are derived, not from the internal municipal sources, but from 
the laws and usages of nations. In your relations with the In- 
dian tribes, you never declare war, though you do make and 
preak treaties with them, whenever either to make or to break 





treaties with them, happens to suit the purposes of the presi-- 


dent and a majority of both houses of congress. For, in this 
matter, you have set aside the judiciary department of the go- 
vernment as effectually as if there were none such in the con- 
stitution. : 

There are, then, Mr. Chairman, in the authority of congress 
and of the executive two classes of powers, altogether different 
in their nature, and often incompatible with each other—ihe 
war power and the peace power. The peace power is limited 
by regulations, and restricted by provisions, prescribed within 
the constitution itself. The war power is limited only by the 
laws and usages of nations. ‘he power is tremendous: it is 
strictly constitutional, but it breaks down every barrier so 
anxiously erected for the protection of liberty, of property, and 
of life. This, sir, is the power which authorises you to pass 
the resolution now before you, and, in my opinion, there is no 
other. 

And this, sir, is the reason which I was not permitted to give 
this morning for voting with only eight associates against the 
first resolution reported by the committee on the abolition peti- 
tions; not one word of discussion had been permitted on either 
of these resolutions. When ealled to vote upon the first of 
them, | asked only five minutes of the time of the house to 
prove that it was utterly unfounded, It was not the pleasure 
of the house to grant me those five minutes. Sir, [ must say 
that, in all the proceedings of the house upon that report, from 
the previous question, moved and inflexibly persisted in by a 
member of the committee itself which reported the resolutions, 
(Mr. Owens, of Georgia), to the refusal of the speaker, sustain- 
ed by the majority of the house, to permit the other gentleman 
from Georgia, (Mr. Glascock), to record upon the journal his 
reasons for asking to be excu8ed from voting on that same re- 
solution, the freedom of debate has been stifled in this house to 
a degree far beyond any thing that ever has happened since the 
existence of the constitution of the United States; nor is it a 
consolatory reflection to me how intensely we have been made 
to feel, in the process of that operation, that the speaker of this 
house isa slaveholder. And, sir, as | was not then permitted 
to assign my reasons for voting against that resolution before [| 
gave the vote, [ rejoice that the reason for which I shall vote 
for the resolution now before the committee is identically the 
same with that for which I voted against that. 

(Mr. Adams at this, and at many other passages of this 
speech, was interrupted by calls to order. The chairman of 
the committee, (Mr. 4. H. Shepperd, of North Carolina), in 
every instance decided that he was not out of order, but at this 
passage intimated that he was approaching very close upon its 
borders; upon which Mr. Adams said, then [ am to under- 
stand, sir, that I am yet within the bounds of order, but that I 
may transcend them hereafter. 


Mr. Chairman, [ claim the privilege of speech accorded to 
every other member of this house. I will not advert to the la- 
litude in which that privilege has been, throughout this ses- 
sion, enjoyed in committee of the whole by every member of 
the house who has chosen to exercise it. I will appeal only to 
what happened no longer ago than the sitting of yesterday and 
of this morning, when, at the hour of one, the speaker adjourn- 
ed the house, not in the usual form of ten o’ciock to-morrow 
morning, but to ten o’clock of Wednesday morning, that is, of 
this day. Is it not within the recollection of every one who 
hears me, that two gentlemen, both distinguished members of 
the house, from the state of Maryland, from the hour of seven 
to that of ten, or little short of that time, last evening, enter- 
tained and instructed the committee of the whole honse with 
a controversial disquisition upon the constitution of the state of 
Maryland, and upon the very important question whether the 
voice of the legislature of that state was Or was not an expo- 
nent of the popular will? I[s it not remembered that this disqui- 
sition was held in the form of a dialogue so animated, that the 
retort courteous, the quip modest, the counter-check qnarrel- 
some, and almost the lie circumstantial, passed between those 
eentiemen, without interruption from the chairman, and with- 
Cut call to order, till at last an honorable member from Tennes- 
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see proposed that the difference between the two members 


should be settled by arbitration? And what was the question 
befure the Committee, sir, upon which this spirited and elo- 
quent conference was hela? Was it upon an appropriation of 
seven hundred thousand dollars for arming the fortifications of 
the United States? or upon an amendment to that proposal, by 
a redaction of the salaries of all your principal executive offi- 
cers, and of the compensation of members of congress? Sir, it 
was upon one of these two propositions, so exceedingly rele- 
vant to each other, that the colloquy between the two gentle- 
men from Maryland, upon the constitution, legislature and 
people of that highly respectable state, was held, for hours, 
without interruption or call to order. And now, sir, am I to 
be disconcerted and silenced, or admonished by the chair that 
{ am approaching to irrelevant matter, which may warrant 
him to arrest me in my argument, because I say that the rea- 
son for which I shall vote for the resolution now before the 
committee, levying a heavy contribution upon the property of 
my constituents, is identically the same with the reason for 
which IL voted against the regolution reported by the slavery 
committee, that congress has no authority to interfere in any 
way, With slavery in any of the states of this union? Sir, 1 was 
not allowed to give my reasons for that vote, and a majority of 
my constituents, perhaps proportionably as large as. that of this 
house, in favor of that resolution, may, and probably will, dis- 
approve of my vote against it, unless my reasons for so voting 
should be explained to them. I asked but five minutes of the 
house to give those reasons, and was refused. I shall, there- 
fore, take the liberty to give them now, as they are strictly ap- 
plicable to the measure now before the committee, and are my 
only justification for voting in favor of this resolution.} 

I return, then, to my first position, that there are two classes 
of powers vested by the constitution of the United States in 
their congress and executive government: the powers to be éx- 
ercised in time of peace, and the powers incidental to war.— 
That the powers of peace are limited by provisions within the 
body of the constitution itself; but that the powers of war are 
limited and regulated only by the laws and usages of nations. 
There are, indeed, powers of peace conferred upon congress 
which also come within the scope and jurisdiction of the laws 
of nations, such as the negotiation of treaties of amity and com- 
merce, the interchange of public ministers and consuls, and all 
the personal and social intercourse between the individual in- 
hab‘tants of the United States and foreign nations, and the In- 
dian tribes, which require the interposition of any law. But 
the powers of war are all regulated by the laws of nations, and 
are subject to no other limitation. It is by this power that [ 
am justified in voting the money of my constituents for the im- 
mediate relief of their fellow citizens suffering with extreme 
necessity even for subsistence, by the direct consequence of an 
indian war. Upon the same principle, your consuls in foreign 
ports are authorised to provide for the subsistence of seamen in 
distress, and even for their passage to their own country. 

And it was upon that same principle that | voted against the 
resolution reported by the slavery committee, “that congress 
possess no constitutional authority to interfere, in any way, 
with the institution of slavery in any of the states of this con- 
federacy,’’ to which resolution most of those with whom [ usu- 
ally concur, and even my own colleagues in this house, gave 
their assent. I do not admit that there is, even among the 
peace powers of congress, no such authority; but in war there 
are many ways by which corgress not only have the authority, 
but are bound to interfere with the institution of slavery in the 
states. The existing law prohibiting the importation of slaves 
into the United States from foreign countries, is itself an inter- 
ference with the institution of slavery in the states. I¢ was so 
considered by the founders of the constitution of the U. States, 
in which it was stipulated that congress should not interfere, in 
that way, with the institution, prior to the year 1808, 


During the late war with Great Britain, the military and na- 
val commanders of that nation issued proclamations inviting 
the slaves to repair to their standards, with promises of free- 
dom and of settlement in some of the British colonial establish- 
ments. This, surely, was an interference with the institution 
of slavery in the states. By the treaty of peace, Great Britain 
stipulated to evacuate all the forts and places in the U. States, 
without carrying away any slaves, If the government of the 
United States had no authority to interfere, in any way, with 
the institution of slavery in the states, they would not have had 
the authority to require this stipulation. It is well known that 
this engagement was not fulfilled by the British naval and mi- 
litary commanders; that, on the contrary, they did carry away 
all the slaves whom they had induced to join them, and that 
the British government inflexibly refused to restore any of them 
to their masters; that a claim of indemnity was consequently 
instituted in behalf of the owners of the slaves, and was suc- 
cessfully maintained. All that series of transactions was an 
interference by congress with the institution of slavery in the 
states in one way—in the wavy of protection and support. It 
was by the institution of slavery alone that the restitution of 
slaves enticed by proclamations into the British service could 
be claimed as property. But for the institution of slavery, the 
the British commanders could neither have allured them to 
their standard, nor restored them otherwise than as liberated 
prisoners of war. But for the institution of slavery, there could 
have been no stipulation that they should not be carried away 
as property, nor any claim of indemnity for the violation of that 
engagement. 
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But the war power of congress over the institution of slavery 
in the states is yet far more extensive. Suppose the case of a 
servile war, complicated, as to come extent it is even now with 
an Indian war; suppose congress were called to raise armies, 
to supply money trom the whole union to suppress a servile in- 
surrection: would they have no authority to interfere with the 
institution of slavery? The issue of a servile war may be dis- 
astrous. By war the slave may emancipate himself: it may 
become necessary for the master to recognize his emancipation 
by a treaty of peace; can it for an instant be pretended that 
congress, in such a contingency, would have no authority to 
interfere with the institution of slavery, in any way, in the 
states? Why, it would be equivalent to saying that congress 
have no constitutional authority to make peace. 


[ suppose a more portentous case, certainly within the bounds 
of possibility—I would to God I could say not within the bounds 
of probability. You have been, if you are not now, at the very 
point of a war with Mexico—a war, I am sorry to say, so far as 
public rumor may be credited, stimulated by provocations on 
our part from the very commencement of this administration 
down to the recent authority given to genera! Gaines to invade 
the Mexican territory. It is said that one of the earliest acts 
of this administration was a proposal, made at a time when 
there was already much ill-humor in Mexico against the United 
States, that she should cede to the United States a very large 
portion of her territory—large enough to constitute nine states 
equal in extent to Kentucky. It must be confessed that a de- 
vice better calculated to produce jealousy, suspicion, ill-will 
and hatred, eould not have been contrived, It is further affirm- 
ed that this overture, offensive in itself, was made precisely at 
the time when a swarm of colonists from these United States 
were covering the Mexican border with land-jobbiag, and with 
slaves, introduced in defiance of the Mexican laws, by which 
slavery had been abolished throughout that republic. The war 
now raging in Texas is a Mexican civil war, and a war for the 
re-establishment of slavery. where it was abolished. Itis nota 
servile war, but a war between alavery and emancipation, and 
every possible effort has been made to drive us into the war, on 
the side of slavery. 


It is, indeed, a circumstance eminently fortunate for us that 
this monster, Santa Ana, has been defeated and taken, though 
I cannot participate in that exquisite joy with which we have 
been told that every one having Anglo-Saxon blood in his veins 
must have been delighted on hearing that this ruffian has been 
shot, in cold blood, when a prisoner of war, by the Anglo-Sax- 
on leader of the victorious Texian army. Sir, | hope there is 
no member of this house, of other than Anglo-Saxon origin, 
who will deem it uncourteous that [, being myself in part An- 
glo-Saxon, must, of course, hold that for the best blood that 
ever circulated in human veins. Oh! yes, sir! far be it from 
me to depreciate the glories of the Anglo-Saxon race; alilough 
there have been times when they bowed their necks and sub- 
mitted to the law of conquest, beneath the ascendency of the 
Norman race. But, sir, it has struck me as no inconsiderable 
evidence of the spirit which is spurring us into this war of ag- 
gression, of conquest and of slave-making, that all the fires of 
ancient, hereditary national hatred are to be kindled, to fami- 
liarize us with the ferocious spirit of rejoicing at the massacre 
of prisoners in cold blood. Sir, is there not yet hatred enough 
between the races which compose your southern population 
and the population of Mexico, their next neighbor, but you must 
go back eight hundred or a thousand years, and to another he- 
misphere, for the fountains of bitterness between you and them? 
What is the temper of feeling between the component parts of 
your own southern population, between your Anglo-Saxon, 
Norman French and Moorish Spanish inhabitants of Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Arkansas and Missouri? between them all and the 
Indian savage, the original possessor of the land from which 
you are scourging him already back to the foot of the Rocky 
Mountains? What between them all and the native American 
negro, of African origin, whom they are holding in cruel bon- 
dage? Are these elements of harmony, concord and patriotism 
between the component parts of a nation starting upon a cru- 
sade of conquest? And what are the feelings of all this motley 
compound of your southern population towards the compound 
equally heterogeneous of the Mexican population? Do not you, 
an Anglo-Saxon, slaveholding exterminator of Indians, from 
the bottom of your soul, hate the Mexican-Spaniard-Indian, 
emancipator of slaves and abolisher of slavery? And do you 
think that your hatred is not with equal cordiality returned? 
Go to the city of Mexico, ask any of your fellow-ciltizens who 
have been there for the last three or four years, whether they 
scarcely dare show their faces, as Anglo-Americans, in the 
streets. Be acsured, sir, that, however heartily you detest the 
Mexican, his bosom burns with an equally deep-seated detesta- 
tion of you. 


And this is the nation with which, at the instigation of your 
executive government, you are now rushing into war—into a 
war of conquest; commenced by aggression on your part, and 
for the re-establishment of slavery, where it has been abolished 
throughout the Mexican republic. For your war will be with 
Mexico—with a republic of twenty-four states, and a population 
of eight or nine millions of souls. It seems to be considered 
that this victory over twelve hundred men, with the capture of 
their commander, the president of the Mexican republic, has 
already achieved the conquest of the whole republic. That it 





ble. But Texas is to the Mexican republic not more nor so 
much as the state of Michigan is to yours. That state of M). 
chigan, the people of which are in vain claiming of you the 
performance of that sacred promise you made them, of admit. 
ting her as a state into the union; that state of Michigan, which 
has greater grievances and heavier wrongs to allege against you 
for a declaration of her independence, if she were disposed 1 
declare it, than the people of Texas have for breaking off their 
union with the republic of Mexico. ‘Texas is an extreme boun- 
dary portion of the republic of Mexico; a wilderness inhabited 
only by Indians until after the revolution which’ separated 
Mexico from Spain; not sufficieatly populous at the organiza. 
tion of the Mexican confederacy to form a state by itself, and 
therefore united with Coahuila, where the greatest part of the 
indigenous part of the population reside. Sir, the history of aj| 
the emancipated Spanish American colonies has been, ever 
since their separation from Spain, a history of convulsionary 
wars; or revolutions, accomplished by single, and often very 
insignificant battles; of chieftains, whose title to power has 
been the murder of their immediate predecessors. They have 
all partaken of the character of the first conquest of Mexico by 
Cortez, and of Peru by Pizarro; and this, sir, makes me shud- 
der at the thought of connecting our destinies indissolubly with 
theirs. It may be that a new revolution in Mexico will follow 
upon this captivity or death of their president and commanding 
general; we bave rumors, indeed, that such a revolution had 
happened even before his defeat; but L cannot yet see my 
way clear to the conclusion that either the independence of 
Texas, or the capture and military execution of Santa Ana, 
will save you from war with Mexico. Santa Ana was but 
one of a breed of which Spanish America for the last twenty- 
five years has been a teeming mother—soldiers of fortune, who, 
by the sword or the musket ball, have risen to supreme power, 
and by the sword or the musket bail have fallen from it. That 
breed is not extinct; the very last intelligence from Peru tells 
of one who has fallen there as Yturbide, and Mina, and Guer- 
rero,and Santa Ana have fallen in’ Mexico. The same soi! 
which produced them is yet fertile to produce others. They 
reproduce themselves, with nothing but a change of the name 
and of the man. Your war, sir,is to be a war of races—the 
Anglo-Saxon American pitted against the Moorish-Spanish- 
Mexican American; a war between the northern-and southern 
halves of North America; from Passamaquoddy to Panama. 
Are you prepared for such a war? 


And again I ask what will be your cause in such a war! Ag- 
gression, conquest and the re-establishment of slavery where it 
has been abolished. In that war, sir, the banners of freedom 
will be the banners of Mexico; and your banners, I blush to 
speak the word, will be the banners of slavery. 

Sir, in considering these United States and the United Mexi- 
can States as mere masses of power coming to collision against 
each other, | cannot doubt that Mexico will be the greatest suf- 
ferer by the shock. The conquest of all Mexico would seem 
to be no improbable result of the conflict, especially if the war 
should extend no farther than to the two mighty combatants, 
But will it be so confined? Mexico is clearly the weakest of 
the two powers; but ehe is not the Jeast prepared for action. 
She has the more recent experience of war. She has the great- 
est number of veteran warriors; and although her highest chief 
has just suffered a fatal and ignominious defeat, yet that has 
happened often before to leaders of armies too confident of suc- 
cess and contemptuous of theirenemy. Even now, Mexico is 
better prepared for a war of invasion upon you, than you are 
for a war Of invasion upon ber. There may be found a succes- 
sor to Santa Ana, inflamed with the desire, not only of aveng- 
ing his disaster, but what he and his nation will consider your 
perfidious hostility. The national spirit may go with him. He 
may not only turn the tables upon the Texian conquerors, but 
drive them for refuge within your borders, and pursue them 
into the heart of your own territories. Are you in a condition 
to resist him? Is the success of your whole army, and all your 
veteran generals, and all your militia-calls, and all your mutin- 
ous volunteers against a miserable band of five or six hundred 
Iwvisible Seminole Indians, in your late caiwnpaign, an earnest 
of the energy and vigor with which you are ready to carry on 
that far otherwise formidable and complicated war?—compli- 
cated, did Lsay? And how complicated? Your Seminole wat 
is already spreading to the Creeks, and, in their march of deso- 
lation, they sweep along with them your negro slaves, and put 
arms into their hands to make common cause with them against 
you; and how far will it spread, sir, should a Mexican invader, 
with the toreh of liberty in his hand, and the standard of free- 
dom floating over his head, proclaiming emancipation to the 
slave and revenge to the native Indian, as he goes, invade your 
soil? What will be the condition of your states of Louisiana, 
of Mississippi, of Alabama, of Arkansas, of Missouri, and © 
Georgia? Where will be your negroes? Where will be that 
combined and concentrated mass of Indian tribes, whom, by a0 
inconceivable policy, you have expelled from their widely dis- 
tant habitations, to embody them within a small compass on the 
very borders of Mexico, as if on purpose to give that country 4 
nation of natural allies in their hostilities against you? Sir, you 
have a Mexican, an Indian and a negro war upon your hands, 
and you are plunging yourself into it blindfold; you are talking 
about acknowledging the independence of the republic of Texas, 
and you are thirsting to annex Texas, aye, and Coahuila, an 
Tamaulipas, and Santa Fe, from the source to the mouth of the 
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hundred thousand square miles of the territory of Mexico would 
not even now quench your burning thirst for aggrandizement. 

But will your foreign war for this be with Mexico alone? 
No, sir. As the weaker party, Mexicd, when the contest shall 
have once begun, will look abroad, as well as among your ne- 
groes and your Indians, for assistance. Neither Great Britain 
nor France will suffer you to make such a conquest from Mexi- 
co; no, noreven to annex the independent state of Texas to 
your confederation, without their interposition. You will have 
an Angio-Saxon intertwined with a Mexican war to wage. 
Great Britain may have no serious objection to the indepen- 
dence of Texas, and may be willing enough to take her under 
her protection, as a barrier both against Mexico and against you, 
But, as aggrandizement to you, she will not readily suffer it; 
and, above all, she will not suffer you to acquire it by conquest 
and the re-establishment of slavery. Urged on by the irresisti- 
ble, overwhelming torrent of public opinion, Great Britain has 
recently, at acost of one hundred millions of dollars, which 
ber people has joyfully paid, abolished slavery throughout all 
her colonies in the West Indies. After setting such an exam- 
ple, she will not—it is impossible that she should—stand by and 
witness a war for the re-establishment of slavery, where it had 
peen for years abolished, and situated thus in the immediate 
neighborhood of her islands. She will tell you, that if you 
must have Texas a3 a member of your confederacy, it must be 
without the taint or the trammels of slavery; and if you will 
wage a war to handcuff and fetter your fellow-man, she will 
wage the war against you to break his chains. Sir, what a 
figure, in the eyes of mankind, would you make, in deadly con- 
flict with Great Britain: she fighting the battles of emancipa- 
tion, and you the batiles of slavery; she the benefactress, and 
you the oppressor of human kind! In such a war, the enthu- 
siasm of emancipation, too, would unite vast numbers of her 
people in aid of the national rivalry, and her natural jealousy 
against our aggrandizement. No war was ever so popular in 
England as that war would be against slavery, the slave-trade 
aud the Anglo-Saxon descendant from her own loins. 


As to the annexation of Texas to your confederation, for 
what do wantit? Are you notlarge and unwieldy enough al- 
ready? Do not two millions of square miles cover surface 
enough for the insatiate rapacity of your land jobbers? I hope 
there is none of them within the sound of my voice. Have 
you not Indians enough to expel from the land of their fathers’ 
sepuichres, and to exterminate? What, in a prudential and 
military point of view, would be the addition of Texas to your 
domain? It would be weakness, and not power. Is your 
southern and south western frontier not sufficiently extensive? 
not sufficiently feeble? not sufficiently defenceless? Why are 
you adding regiment after regiment of dragoons to your stand- 
ing army? Why are you struggling, by direction and indirec- 
tion, to raise per saltum that army trom less than six to more 
than twenty thousand men? Your commanding general, now 
returning from bis excursion to Florida, openly recommends 
ihe increase Of your army to that number. Sir, the extension 
of your sea coast frontier from the Sabine to the Rio Bravo 
would add to your weakness tenfold; fur it is now only weak- 
ness with reference to Mexico. It would then be weakness 
with reference to Great Britain, to France, even perhaps to 
Russia, to every naval European power, which might make a 
quarrel with us for the sake of settling a colony; but above all, 
to Great Britain. She, by her naval power, and by her Ameri- 
can colonies, holds the keys of the Gulf of Mexico. What 
would be the condition of your frontier from the mouth of the 
Mississippi to that of the Rio del Norte, in the event of a war 
with Great Britain? Sir, the reasons of Mr. Monroe for ac- 
cepting the Sabine as the boundary were three. First, he had 
no confidence in the strength of our claim as far as the Rio 
Bravo; secondly, be thought it would make our union so heavy 
that it would break into fragments by its own weight; thirdly, 
he thought it would protrude a long line ofsea coast, which, in 
our first war with Great Britain, she might take into her own 
possession, and which we should be able neither to defend nor 
torecover. At that time there was no question of slavery or of 
abolition involved in the controversy. The country belonged to 
Spain; it was a wilderness, and slavery was the established 
law of the land. There was then no project for carving out 
nine slave states, to hold eighteen seats in the other wing of 
this capitol, in the triangle between the mouths and the sources 
of the Mississippi and Bravo rivers. But what was our claim? 
Why it was that La Salle, having discovered the mouth of the 

ississippi, and France having made a settlement at New 
Orleans, France had a right to one-half the sea coast from the 
mouth of the Mississippi to the next Spanish settlement, which 
was Vera Cruz. The mouth of the Rio Bravo was about half 
way from the Balize to Vera Cruz; and so as grantees, from 
France of Louisiana, we claimed to the Rio del Norte, hough 
the Spanish settlement of the Santa Fe was at the head of that 
river. France from whom we had received Louisiana, utterly 
disclaimed ever having even raised such a pretension. Still 
we made the best of the clainn that we could, and finally vield- 
ed it for the Floridas, and for the line of the 42d degree of lati- 
tude from the source of the Arkansas river to the South sea. 
Such was our claim; and you may judge how much confidence 
Mr. Monroe could have in its validity. The great object and 
desire of the country then was to obtain the Floridas. [t was 
zen. Jackson’s desire; and in that conference with me to which 
| have heretofore alladed, and which it is said he does not re- 
collect, he said to me that so long as the Fiorida rivers were 











not in our possession, there could be no safety for our whole 
southern country. 

But, sir, suppose you should annex Texas to these United 
States; another year would not pass before you would have 
to engage in a war for the conquest of the island of Cuba, 
What is now the condition of that island? Still under the 
nominal protection of Spain. And what is the condition of 
Spain herself? Consuming her own vitals in a civil war for the 
succession to the crown. Do you expect, that whatever may 
be-the issue of that war, she can retain even the nominal 
possession of Cuba? After having lost all her continental co- 
lonies in North and South America, Cuba will stand in need 
of more efficient protection; and above all, the protection of a 
naval power. Suppose that naval power should be Great Bri- 
tain. There is Cuba at your very dvuor; and if you spread your- 
self along a naked coast, from the Sabine to the Rio Bravo, 
What will be your relative position towards Great Britain, with 
not only Jamaica, but Cuba, and Porto Rico in her hands, and 
abolition for the motto to ber union cross of St. George and 
Saint Andrew? Mr. Ciairman, do you think I am treading on 
fantastic grounds? Let me tell you a piece of history, not far 
remote. Sir, many years have not passed away since an in- 
ternal revolution in Spain subjected that country and her king 
for a short time to the momentary government of the cortes, 
That revolution was followed by another, by which, under 
the auspices of a French army with the duke d’Angouleme at 
their head, Ferdinaud the seventh was restored to a despotic 
throne; Cuba had followed the fortunes of the eortes when they 
were crowned with victory; and when the counter revolution 
came, the inhabitants of the island, uncertain what was to be 
their destination, were for some time in great perplexity what to 
do for themselves. ‘wo considerable parties arose in the 
island, one of which was for placing it under the protection of 
Great Britain, and another was for annexing it to the confede- 
ration of these United States. By one of these parties I have 
reason to believe that overtures were made to the government 
of Great Britain. By the other I know that overtures were 
made to the government of the United States. And I further 
know that secret, though irresponsible assurances were com- 
municated to the then president of the United States, as com- 
ing from the French government, that they were secretly in- 
formed that the British government had determined to take 
possession of Cuba. Whether similar overtures were made to 
France herself, l do not undertake to say; but that Mr. George 
Canning, then the British secretary of state for foreign affairs. 
was under no inconsiderable alarm, lest under the pupilage of 
the duke d’Angouleme, Ferdinand the seventh might commit 
to the commander of a French naval squadron the custody of 
the Moro Castle, is a circumstance also well known to me. It 
happened that just about that time a French squadron of con- 
siderable force was fitted out and received sailing orders for 
the West Indies, without formal communication of the fact 
to the British government; and that as soon as it was made 
known to him, he gave orders to the British ambassador at 
Paris to demand, in the most preremptory tone, what was the 
destination of that squadron, and a special and positive dis- 
claimer that it Was intended even to visit the Havana; and this 
was made the occasion of mutual explanations, by which 
Great Britain, France and the United States, not by the formal 
solemnity of a treaty, but by the implied engagement of mu- 
tual assurances of intention, gave pledges of honor to each 
other, that neither of them should in the then condition of the 
island take it, or the Moro Castle, as its citadel, from the pos- 
session of Spain. ‘This engagement was on all sides faithfully 
performed; but, without it, who doubts that from that day to 
this either of the three powers might have taken the island and 
held it in undisputed possession? 

At this time circumstances have changed—popular revolu- 
tions both in France and Great Britain have perhaps curbed 
the spirit of conguestin Great Britain, and France may have. 
enough to do to govern her kingdom of Algiers. But Spain ig 
again convulsed with a civil war for the succession to her 
crown; she has irretrievably lost_all her colonies on both con- 
tinents of America. It is impossible that she should hold much 
longer a shadow of dominion over the islands of Cuba and 
Porto Rico; nor can those islands, in their present condition, 
form independent nations, capable of protecting themselves, 
They must for ages remain at the mercy of Great Britain or of 
these United States, or of both; Great Britain is even now 
about to interfere in this war forthe Spanish succession. If 
by the utter imbecility of the Mexican confederacy this revolt 
of Texas should lead immediately to its separation from that 
republic, and itsannexation to the U. States, [ believe it impos- 
sible that Great Britain should look on while this operation is 
performing with indifference. She will see that it must shake 
her own whole colonial power on this continent, in the Gulf 
of Mexico and in the Caribbean scas, like an earthquake; she 
will see, too, that it endangers ber own abolition of slavery in 
her own colonies. A war for the restoration of slavery where 
it has been abolished, if successful in Texas, must extend over 
all Mexico; and the example will threaten her with imminent 
danger of a war of colors in ber own islands. She will take 
possession of Cuba and of Porto Rico, by cession from Spain or 
by the batteries from her wooden walls; and if you ask her by 
what authority she has done it; she will ask you, in return, by 
what authority you have extended your sea coast from the 
Sabine to the Rio Bravo. She will ask you a question more 
perplexing, namely—by what authority you, with freedom, in- 






























































































































































230 





dependence and democracy upon your lips, are waging a war 
of extermination to furge new manacles and fettets, instead of 
those which are falling from the hands and feetof mau. She 
will carry emancipation and abolition with her in every fold 
of her flag; while your stars, as they increase in numbers, will 
be overcast with the murky vapors of oppression, and the 
only portion of your banners visible to the eye will be the 
blood-stained stripes of the task master, 

Mr. Chairman, are you ready for all these wars? A Mexican 
war? a war with Great Britain, if not with France? a general 
Indian war? a servile war? and, as an inevitable consequence 
of them al!l,acivil war? For it must ultimately terminate in 
a war of colors as well as of races. And do you imagine that 
while with your eyes open you are willfully kindling, and then 
closing your eyes and blindly rushing into them; do you ima- 
gine that while, in the very nature of things, your own south- 
ern and south western states must be the Flanders of these 
complicated wars, the battle field upon which the last great 
conflict must be fought between slavery and emancipation; do 
you imagine that your congress Will have no constitutional 
authority to interfere with the institution of slavery in any way 
in the states of this confederacy? Sir, they must and will inter- 
fere with it—perhaps to sustain it by war; perhaps to abolish 
it by treaties of peace: and they will not only possess the con- 
stitutional power so to interfere, but they will be bound in 
duty to do it by the express provisions of the constitution itself. 
From the instant that your slaveholding states become the 
theatre of war, civil, servile or foreign, from that instant the 
war powers of congress extend to interference with the institu- 
tion of slavery in every way by which it can be interfered 
with, from a claim of indemnity for slaves taken or destroyed, 
to the cession of the state burdened with slavery to a foreign 
power. 

Sir, itis by virtue of this same war power, as now brought 
into exercise by this Indian war in Florida, Alabama and Geor- 
gia, that I voie for the resolution before the committee. By 
virtue of this, [ have already voted in the course of this session 
to increase your standing army by a second regiment of dra- 
goons, to authorise your president to accept the services of ten 
thousand volunteers, and to appropriate millions of the public 
money to suppress these [ndian hostilities—all for the common 
defence, all for the general welfare. And if, on this occasion, 
I have been compelled to avail myself of the opportunity to as- 
sign my reasons for voting against the first resolution reported 
by the slavery committee, it is because it was the pleasure of 
the majority of the house this morning to refuse me the per- 
mission to assign my reasons for my vote, when the question 
was put upon those resolutions themselves. 

Sir, it is a melancholy contemplation to me, and raises fear- 
ful forebodings in my mind when [ consider the manner in 
which that report and those resolutions have been disposed of 
by the house. I have twice asked permission of this house to 
offer two resolutions calling for information from the president 
upon subjects of infinite importance to this question of slavery, 
to our relations with Mexico, and to the peace of the country. 
When I last made the attempt, a majority of the house voted 
by yeas and nays to suspend the rules to enable me to offer one 
of the two resolutions—but the majority not amounting to two- 
thirds, my resolution has not yet obtained from the*house the 
favor of being considered. Had it been the pleasure of the 
house to indulge the call, or toallow me the privilege of assign- 
ing my reasons for my vote on the resolution this morning, the 
remarks that I have now made might have been deemed more 
appropriate to those topics‘of discussion, than to the question 
more immediately now before the committee. They are re- 
flections, however, which I deem it not less indispensable to 
make than they are painful to be made—extorted from me by a 
condition of public affairs unexampled in the history of this 
country. - Heretofore, calls upon the executive department for 
information, such as that which I have proposed to make, were 
considered as among the rights of the members of this house, 
which it was scarcely deemed decent to resist. A previous 
question, smothering all discussion upon resolutions reported 
by a committee, affecting the vital principles of the constitu- 
tion, moved by one of the members who reported the resolu- 
tions, and sustained by the members of that committee itself, 
is an occurrence which never before happened in the annals of 
this government. The adoption of those resolutions of the 
house had not even been moved. Upon the mere question 
whether an extra number of the report of the committee should 
be printed, a member moves the recommitment of the report, 
with instructions to report a new resolution. On this motion 
the previous question is moved, and the speaker declares that 
the main question is not on the motion to recommit, not on the 
motion to print an extra number of copies of the report, but 
upon the adoption of three resolutions, reported, but never 
even moved in the house. If this is to be the sample of our 
future legislation, it is time to awake from the delusion that 
freedom of speech is among the rights of the members of the 
minority of this house. 


To return, Mr. Chairman, to the resdlution before the com- 
mittee. I shall vote for this application of moneys, levied by 
taxation Upon my Constituents, to feed the suffering and starv- 
ing fugitives from Indian desperation and revenge. How deeply 
searching in the coffers of your treasury this operation will 
ultimately be, no man can at this time foretell. The expendi. 
ture authorised by this resolution may be not in itself very con- 
siderable; but in its progress it bas alrcady stretched from Ala 
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bama to Georgia—how much further it may extend, will be 
seen hereafter. I turn my eyes away from the propect of it 
now; but am prepared to meet the emergency, if it should 
come, with all the resources of the treasury. 

But, sir, { shall net vote for this relief to the suffering inha- 
bitants of Alabama and of Georgia, upon the ground on which 
the gentleman from Alabama, (Mr. Lewis) and the gentleman 
from South Carolina, (Mr. Thompson) have been disposed ty 
place it. Litthe reason have the inhabitants of Georgia and of 
Alabama to complain that the government of the United States 
has been remiss or neglectful in protecting them fiom Indian 
hostilities: the fact is directly the reverses The people of Ala- 
bama and Georgia are now suffering the recoil of their own un- 
lawful weapons. Georgia, sir, Georgia, by trampling upon the 
faith of our national treaties with the Indian tribes and by sub- 
jecting them to her state laws, first set the example of that po- 
licy which is now in the process of consummation by this In- 
dian war. In setting this example, she bade defiance to the 
authority of the government of the nation; she nullified your 
laws: she set al naught your executive and judicial guardians 
of the common constitution of the land. To what extent she 
carried this policy, the dungeons of her prisons and the records 
of the supreme judicial court of the United States can tell, 
To those prisons she committed inoffensive, innocent, pious 
ministers of the gospel of truth, for carrying the light, the com 
forts, and the consolations of that gospel! to the hearts and 
minds of these unhappy Indians. A solemn decision of the 
supreme court of the United States pronounced that acta vio- 
lation of your treaties and of your laws. Georgia defied that 
decision: your executive government never carried it into exc- 
cution: the imprisoned missionaries of the gospel were com 
pelled to purchase their ransom from perpetual captivity by 
sacrificing their rights as freemen to the meekness of their prin- 
ciples as Christians; and you have sanctioned all these outrages 
upon justice, law and humanity, by succumbing to the power 
and the policy of Georgia, by accomodating your legislation to 
her arbitrary will; by tearing to tatters your old treaties with 
the Indians, and by constraining thenl, under peine forte et 
dure, to the mockery of signing other treaties with you, which, 
at the first moment when it shall suit your purpose, you will 
again tear to tatters and scatter to the four winds of heaven, 
till the Indian race shall be extinct upon this continent, and it 
shall become a problem beyond the solution of antiquaries and 
historical societies what the red man of the forest was. 

This, sir, is the remote and primitive cause of the present In- 
dian war: your own injustice, sanctioning and sustaining that 
of Georgia and Alabama. This system of policy was first in- 
troduced by the present administration of your national govern- 
ment. Itis directly the reverse of that system which had been 
pursued by all the preceding administrations of this government 
under the present constitution. That system consisted in the 
most anxious and persevering efforts to civilize the Indians; to 
attach them to the soil upon which they lived; to enlighten 
their minds; to soften and humanize their hearts; to fix in per- 
manency their habitations; and to turn them from the wander- 
ing and precarious pursuits of the hunter, to the tillage of the 
ground; to the cultivation of corn and cotton; to the comforts 
of the fire-side; to the delights of home. This was the system 
of Washington and of Jefferson, steadily pursued by all their 
successors, and to which all your treaties and all your laws of 
intercourse with the Indian tribes were accommodated. The 
whole system is now broken up; and instead of it you have 
adopted that of expelling by force or by compact, all the Indian 
tribes from their own territories and dwellings, to a region be- 
yond the Mississippi, beyond the Missouri, beyond the Arkan- 
sas, bordering upon Mexico; and there you have deluded them 
with the hope that they will find a permanent abode—a final 
resting-place from your never-ending rapacity and persecution. 
There you have undertaken to lead the willing and to drive the 
reluctant, by fraud or by force; by treaty, or by the sword and 
the rifle; all the remnants of the Seminoles, of the Creeks, of 
the Cherokees, of the Choctaws, and of how many other tribes 
I cannot now stop to enumerate. in the process of this violent 
and heartless operation, you have met with all the resistance 
which men in so helpless a condition as that of the Indian tribes 
could make.~ Of the immediate causes of the war we are not 
yet fully informed; but [ fear you will find them, like the re- 
moter causes, all attributable to yourselves. It is in the last 
agonies of a people, forcibly torn and driven from the soil which 
they had inherited from their fathers, and which your own ex- 
ample, and exhortations, and instructions, and treaties, had 
rivited more closely to their hearts; it is in the last convulsive 
struggles of their despair, that this war has originated; and ifit 
brings with it some portion of the retributive justice of heaven 
npon our own peopte, it is our melancholy duty to mitigate, 45 
far as the public resources of the national treasury will perm!!, 
the distresses of the innocent of our own kindred and blood, 
suffering under the necessary consequences of our own wrong: 
I shall vote for the resolution. 


[Note—This speech was delivered without premeditation of 
notes. No report of it was made by any of the usual reporters 
for the newspapers. Mr. Adams has written it out, himself 
from recollection, at the request of several of bis friends, for 
publication. It is, of course, not in the precise language use 
by him in the house. There is some amplification of the areu- 
ments which he used, and, perhaps, some omissions which 
have escaped his recollection. The substance of the speech * 
the same. | 
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